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From “ Harper’s Magazine.” 
Voyage in »arch ef Sir John 
Franklin. 

Sir John Franklin, in command 
“of the “Erebus” and “ Terrer,” 
having on board one hundred and 
thirty-eight souls, set sail from 
England on the 19th of May, 1845, 
in search of a northwest passage. 
‘On the 26th of July, sixty-eight 
days afterward, they were seen by 
‘a passing whaler moored to an ice- 
berg near the centre of Baffin’s 
Bay; since which time no intelli- 
gence of their fate has been receiv- 
ed. No special anxiety was enter- 
‘tained respecting them until the be- 
ginning of 1848, for the commander 
had intimated that the voyage 
would probably continue for three 
years, and that they might be the 
first to announce their own return. 
But as month after month passed 
‘away without bringing any tidings, 
an anxious and painful sympathy 
sprung up in the public mind, and 
the British Government determined 
that searches for the missing ves- 
sels should be made in three differ- 
ent quarters by three sepayate expe- 
ditions fitted out for that purpose. 

One quarter, however, that re- 
gion known as Boothia, where 
there was a probability of success, 
was beyond the scope of these ex- 
peditions, and Lady Franklin de- 
termined to organize an expedition 
to explore that region. For this 
purpose she appropriated all the 
means under her contrel; and a 
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subscription was opened to supply 
the deficiency. The “Prince Al- 
bert,” a ketch of less than nmety 
tons burden, measuring in length 
about seventy-two feet, and seven- 
teen in breadth, was purchased for 
the expedition. She was taken to 
Aberdeen to be fitted up; a double 
planking was put upon her, by way 
of a pea-jacket to fit her for her 
arctic voyage, and a crew of four- 
teen canny Scotchmen, secured by 
the promise of deuble pay. Cap- 
tain Forsyth, of the Royal Navy, 
, roftered his gratyitous services as 
commander. Attached to the’ ex- 
pedition, havisg special charges of 
the stores and scientific instru- 
ments, with the express under- 
standing that he should head one 
of the éxploring parties to be sent 
out 4rom Regent’s Inlet, was Mr, 
W. Parker Snow, from whose 
Journal we propose to draw up 
some account of the pleasures of 
sailing through the ice. 

Mr. Snow seems to. have been 
precisely the man for such an u 
dertaking. He left America it 
three days’ notice to join any ex- 
pedition which might be sent out 
by Lady Franklin. With an ac- 
tive, hopeful temperament, never so 
happy as in a gale of wind, if it 
was only blowing the right way, he 
rushed to the embrace of the Arc- 
tic Snows with as much alacrity 
as though they were kinsmen as 
well as name-sakes. He had, 
moreover, a happy faculty of turn- 
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ing his hand to every thing, and no 
disposition to hide his talent in a 
napkin. A physician had been en- 
gaged for the vessel; but when, 
two days before sailing, the disci- 
ple of Esculapius saw the dimiru- 
tive craft,he declined to proceed :— 
Mr. Snow volunteered to perform 
his duties ; he had read‘a little med- 
icine at odd hours; and by the aid 
of Rees’s Guide, and Smee’s Broad- 
sheet, his practice was unifornily 
successful—either in spite of, or on 
account of, his informal profes- 
siomal training. The sailors, as 
might be expected from their 
Scotch blood, were desirous of hav- 
ing religious worship on board :— 
Mr. Snow offered his services as 
chaplain, reading and expounding 
the Scriptures, and offering up 
prayer. 

On the 6th of June, 1850, the 
Prince Albert set sail from Aber- 
deen; a fortnight brought them 
within two hundred miles of the 
shores of Greenland. Then came, 
for a weck, a succession of heavy 
gales, whichdrove them back upon 
their course; so that in six days 
their progress Was not more’ than a 
dozen miles. The 1st of July, 
however, found them off Cape 
Farewell. Some idea of the multi- 
farious occupations of the many- 
officed Mr. Snow, at a tixie when 
his proper duties had not commenc- 
ed, may be gathered from hix des- 
eription of 


LIFE. ON SHIPBOARD. 


« At half-past six E used to turn 
out; and, warm or cold, wet or dry, 
take an immediate ablution in the 
pure and natural element. For 
half an hour I would then walk on 
deck fair or foul; and, a little be- 
fore eight, examine the men’s fore 
castle ; see to their condition, and 
whether any of them were sick ; 
and if so, give them medicine. At 
eight bells, I would then take the 
chronometrical time for Captain 
Forsyth, while he observed the alti- 
tude of the sun, to get our longitude. 


Latterly L used, by his desire, to, 


take a set of sights also myself, 
taking the time from a common 
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ting ours soon afteri then 
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with the chronometer. Th» chron- 
ometers were then wound up by 


.me, and the thermometer, barome- 


ter, dc., registered. At eight 
o’clock the two mates went to 
breakfast; the captain and I get- 
Dur- 
ing tiie forenoon I had to attend to 
the stores, provisions, &c.; write 
my accounts, journals, and other 
papers ; and at noon worked up 
the ship’s reckoning, the observa- 
tions, and wrote the ship’s log, ex- 
amining our present position and 
future course. The mates had their 
dinner at noon: the captain and [ at 
three p.m.; after whichi a stroll for 
am hour or so on deck was taken 
by both of us. Tea came round at 
six, and at eight p.m. Fused. to try 
the temperature of the air on deck, 
and of the sea. After that, we 
would read together in the stern 
cabin. At ten, we would take our 
hot grog; and, generally about 
eleven, when free from rough 
weather or the neighbourhood of 
ice, turn in for the night. Very 
little candle was required below at 
night, as there was seldom more 
than an hour or two’s darkness dur- 
ing any part of our voyage, until 
We were returning. It was not. 
long after this date, moreover, that. 
we had: continued daylight through 
the whole twenty-four hours.” 

The principal obstruction and 
danger in arctic navigation. arises 
from the ice ; fields of which often 
cecur of twenty or thirty miles in. 
diameter, and ten or fifteen feet in 
thickness. From these crystal 
plains rise sometimes isolated, 
sometimes in groups, elevations of 
thirty or more feet in height, called 
hummocks. Dr. Scoresby once saw 
a field so free from hummocks and 
fissures that a coach might have 
traversed it for leagues in a straight. 
direction, without obstruction. In 
May or June these fields begin to 
drift along in solemn procession to 
the southwestward, in which di- 
rection they hold their steady 
course, whether in calm or in spite 
of adverse winds. When these. 
floating continents emerge from 
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the drift ice which had _ hitherto 
protected them, they are shattered 
and broken up by the long, deep 
SWell of the ocean. A _ ground- 
Swell, hardly perceptible in the 
Open sea, will break up a field in a 
few hours. These fields sometimes 
acquire a rotary motion, which 
gives their circumference a veloc- 
ity of several miles an hour, pro- 
ducing a tremendous shock when 
one impinges upon another. “A 
body of more than ten thousand 
millions of tons in weight,’ says 
Dr. Scoresby, “ meeting with re- 
sistance when in motion, produces 
consequences scarcely possible to 
conceive. The strongest ship is 
but an iusignificant impediment be- 
tween two fields in motion.”—Mr. 
Snow gives the following account 


of 
TAKING THE FIRST ICE. 


“We had come so quickly and 
unexpectedly upon this “stream” 
7 {not having seen it, owing to the 
thick weather, until close aboard 
ef it), that promptitude of decision 
and movement was absolutely ne- 
cessary. It was one of those mo- 
ments when the seaman comes 
forward, and by boldly acting, 
either in the one way or the other, 
shows what heis'made of. In the 
present case the question instantly 
arose as to whether the vessel 
should at ence run through the ice 
now before her, or wait until clearer 
and milder weather came. The 
mate, as ice-master, was asked by 
the captain which, in his opinion, 
was best. He advised heaving to, 
to windward of it, and waiting. 
The second mate was then asked ; 
and he without knowing the other’s 
opinion, strongly urged the neces- 
sity of running through at once. 
Captain Forsyth,using his own 
judgment, very wisely decided upon 
the latter, and accordingly run the 
ship on. And a pretty sight, too, 
it was, as the “ Prince Albert” 
under easy and working sail, in a 
moment or two more entered the 
intricate channels that were pre- 
sented to her between numerous 
bergs and pieces of ice, rough and 


smooth, large and small, new and 
old, dark and white. It was hazy 
weather, snowing and raining at 
the time ; and all hands having been 
summoned on deck, were wrapped 
in their oil-skin dresses and water- 
proof overcoats. Standing on the 
topsail-yard was the second mate 
conning the ship; half-way up the® 
weather rigging clung the captain, 
watching and directing as necessa- 
ry; while aft, on the raised counter 
near the wheel, stood the chief 
mate telling the helmsman how to 
steer. This being the first ice in 
any large and continuous quantity 
that we had met, I looked at it with 
some curiosity. The moment we 
had entered within the outer edge 
of the stream the water became as 
smooth as a common pond on 
shore; and it .was positively a 
pretty sight to see that little vessel 
dodging in and out and threading 
her way among the numerous 
pieces of ice that beset her proper 
and direct course. The ice itself 
presented a most beautiful appear- 
ance both in color and form, being 
variegated in every direction. We 
were soon in the very thick of it; 
and before five minutes had elapsed 
from our first taking it we could 
see no apparent means of either 
going on or retracing our steps. 
But it was well managed, and after 
about an hour’s turning hither and 
thither, this way and that way, 
straight and crooked, we got fairly 
through, and found clear water be- 
ond. 

“ Throughout the night the wind 
blew a complete hurricane, and the 
short high sea was perfectly fu- 
rious; lashing about in all directions 
with the madness of a maelstrom, 
and with a violence that, apparently, 
nothing could resist. Heavy squalls, 
with sharp sleet and snowstorms 
from the southward, added to the 
fearful tempest that was raging. 
It was impossible to see three miles 
ahead, the weather being so thick. 
Occasionally an iceberg would dart 
out through the mist, heaving its 
huge body up and down in fright- 
ful motion, now advancing, next 
receding, and again approaching 
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with any thing but pleasant prox- 
imity. Our little vessel, however, 
as usual, stood it well. Could we 
have divested ourselves of the re- 
ality of the scene, it might have 
been likened to a faney picture, in 
which some strange and curious 
dance was being represented be- 
tween the sea, the ice, and the ship; 
the latter, by the aid of the former, 
gallantly lifting herself to, and then 
declining from the other. But it 
was too real; and the greater dan- 
ger of the land being possibly near, 
was too strongly impressed upon 
our minds, to allow any visionary 
feeling to possess us at the time. 
It was the worst and most danger- 
ous night we had yet had, and 
hardly a man on board rested 
quietly below until the height of it 
was past.” 

Soon after this a boat’s crew was 
sent ashore for water, where in a 
lonely spot they discovered the 
grave of an European, with an in- 
scription on a rude wooden tablet 
at its head, stating that “John 
Huntley of Shetland, was buried 
there in August, 1847.” The sai- 
lors replaced the board which had 
blown down; and left the solitary 
grave, with the humble tribute of a 
wish for the repose of the poor fel- 
low’s soul. A few days later while 
on shore, Mr. Snow was spectator 
of the 


OVERTURN OF AN ICEBERG. 


“T was speedily awakened to 
reality by a sudden noise like the 
cracking of some mighty edifice of 
stone, or the bursting of several 
pieces of ordnance. Ere the sound 
of that noise had vibrated on the 
air, a succession of reports like the 
continued discharge of a heavy fire 
of musketry, interspersed with the 
occasional roar of cannon, followed 
quickly upon one another, for the 
space of perhaps two minutes; 
when, suddenly, my eye was ar- 
rested by the oscillation of a moder- 
ate-sized iceberg not far beneath 
my feet, in a line away from the 
hill I was upon; and the next mo- 
ment it tottered, and witha sidelong 
inclination, cut its way into the 


sented itself above the water. 


bosom of the sea upon which it had 
before been reclining. Roar upon 
roar pealed in echoes from the 
mountain heights on every side ; 
the wild seabird arose with flutter- 
ing wings and rapid flight as it pro- 
ceeded to a quarter where its quiet 
would be less disturbed: the here- 
tofore peaceful water presented the 
appearance of a troubled ocean 
after a fierce gale of wind; and, 
amid the varied sounds now heard, 
human voices from the boat came 
rising up on high in honest English 
—strangely striking on the air— 
hailing to know if I had seen the 
‘turn,’ and also whether I wanted. 
them to join me. But an instant 
had not passed before the mighty 


mass of snow and ice which had so 


suddenly overturned, again pre- 
This 
time, however, it bore a different 
shape. The conical and rotien 
surface that had been uppermost, 
when I had first noticed it, was 
gone, and a smooth, table-like 
plane, from which streamed nu- 
merous cascades and jets d’eau, 
was now visible. The former had 
sunk some hundred feet below, 
when the ‘berg,’ reversing itself, 
had been overturned by its extreme 
upper weight, and thus brought the 
bottom of it high above the level 
of the sea.” : 
Northward, and still northward: 
thicker and more continuous grew 
the ice-plains, while ever and anon 
a sound like the discharge of heavy 
artillery booming along the lonely 
seas, announced that one iceberg 
after another had burst amid this 
freezing arctic midsummer. They 
now found that they were approach- 
ing the great Pack, where their la- 
bors were properly to begin. Due 
preparations were made, by laying 
in order ice-anchors, claws, and 
axes, getting tow-ropes, warps, and 
tracking-belts in order for instant 
use, and 


INSTALLING THE CROW’S NEST. 

“The ‘Crow’s Nest’ is a light 
cask, or any similar object, appoint- 
ed for the look-out man aloft to 
shelter himself in, and is in large 


1851.] - 


VOYAGE IN SEARCH OF SIR JOHN FRANKLIN. 


325 


OOOO OO eee? 


ships generally at the topmast head. 
In smaller vessels, however, it is 
necessary to have it as high up as 
possible, in order to give from it a 
greater scope of vision than could 
be attained lower down. . Conse- 
quently, inthe Prince Albdert it was 
close to the ‘ fore-truck,’ that is. 
completely at the mast-head. In 
our case, it was a long, narrow, but 
light cask, having at the lower part 
of it a trap, acting like a valve, 
whereby any one could enter; and 
was open at the upper part. In 
length it was about four feet, so 
that a person on the look-out had 


no part of himself exposed to the 


weather but his head and shoulders. 
In the interior of it was a small 
seat, slung to the hinder part of the 
eask, and a spy-glass, well secured. 
To reach this, a rope ladder was 
affixed to the bottom of it, as seen 
in the engraving. This is called 
the ‘Jacob’s Ladder,’ and the boat- 
swain may be observed attaching 
the lower parts of it to the fore- 
mast-head. Upon the top-gallant 
yard are two men, busy in securing 
the cask to the mast, while the se- 
cond mate is inside trying its 
strength, and giving directions con- 
cerning it. The ‘ Crow’s Nest’ is 
a favourite place with many whal- 
ing captains, who are rarely out of 
it for days when among the ice. I 
was very frequently in it myself 
fair weather or foul—from six to a 
dozen times a day—both for per- 
sonal gratification, and forthe pur- 
pose of looking out. It was a 
favorite spot with me at midnight, 
when the atmosphere was clear, 
and the whole beauty of arctic 
scenery was exposed to view. It 
was all fresh to me; I enjoyed it; 
and had enough to do, admiring 
the enormous masses of ice we 
were passing, the white-topped 
mountains in the distance, and the 
strange aspect of every thing 
around me. It seemed, as we 
slowly threaded our way through 
the bergs, that we were about ap- 
proaching some great battle-field, 
in which we were to be actively en- 
gaged; and that we were now, 
eantiously, passing through the 


various outposts of the mighty en- 
campment; at other times I could 
almost fancy we were about to en- 
ter secretly, by the suburbs, some 
of those vast and wonderful cities 
whose magnificent ruins throw into 
utter insignificance all the grandeur 
of succeeding ages. Silently, and 
apparently without motion, did we 
glide along, amidst dark hazy 
weather, rain, and enough wind to 
fill the sails and steady them, but 
no more.” 

Northward yet, and ever north- 
ward :—More frequent and massive 
grew the icebergs among which the 
little ‘Prince Albert” threaded its 
way ; while far and near, to the east 
and north and west, the eye met noth- 
ing but a uniform dazzling whiteness 
shot up from the glittering ice-peaks. 
Now and then a bear was seen, sitting 
like a grim sentinel, by some seai-hole, 
from which his prey was “soon expecs 
ted out.” As they advanced the ice 
closed in around them, until at last 
they were fairly surrounded by ice- 
bergs. 

“We were fairly ‘in the ice; but 
ice of which most readers have no 
idea. The water frozen in our ponds 
and lakes at home is but as a mere 
thin pane of glass in comparison to 
the ice which now came upon us. 
Fancy before you miles and miles of 
a tabular icy rock eight feet or more 
solid, thick throughout, unbroken, or 
only by a single rent here and there, 
not sufficient to seperate the piece it- 
self. Conceive this icy rock to be in 
many parts of a perfectly even sur- 
face, but in others, coyered with what 
might well be conceived as the ruins 
of a mighty city suddenly destroyed by 
an earthquake, and the ruins jumbled 
together in one confused mass. Let 
there be also huge blocks of most fan- 
tastic form scattered about upon this 
tabular surface, and in some places 
rising in towering height, and in one 
apparently connected chain far, far 
beyond the sight. Take these in 
your view, and yeu have some faint 
idea of what was the kind of ice pre- 
sented to my eye as I gazed upon it 
from aloft. We had at last come to 
the part most dreaded by the daring 
and adventurous whalers. Melville’s 
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Bay, often called, from its fearful 
character, the ‘ Devil’s Nip,’ was open- 
ing to my view, and stretching away 
far to the northward out of sight. 
But neither bay nor aught else, ex- 
cept by knowledge of its position, 
could I discover. Everywhere was 
ice; and the wonder to me was, how 
we were to get on at all through such 
an apparantly an insurmountable bar- 
rier. 

“Our position now was becoming 
more and more confinedas to sailing 
room. The channelin-which we had 
hitherto been quietiy gliding, narrow- 
ed till little better than the breadth of 
the ship. At 4h 30m p. m. we could 
get no further, a barrier of ‘hum- 
mocky’ ice intervening right across 
our passage between us and some 
open water, visible not above 
seventy yards from us. Speedily 
the channel through which we 
had come began to close, and after 
trying -in vain to force our way 
through the obstruction, we found 
ourselves at six o’clock completely be- 
set. The Devil’s Thumb, which 
which was now plainly visible, at this 
time bore S. E. (compass) about thirty 
miles. Other land was also seen top- 
ping over enormous glaciers, which 
were most wonderful to look at, and 
used to entrance my gaze for hours. 
At six o’clock our actual labors in the 
ice commenced. It was beginning to 
press upon us rather hard ; and from the 
appearance of that which blocked our 
way, it was evident there had been a 
heavy squeeze here, and we were 
afraid of getting fixed in another. 
Accordingly every effort was made to 
remove the obstacle which impeded 
our passage. We first began to try 
and heave the ship through by attach- 
ing strong warps to ice anchors, which 
latter being fastened in the solid floe, 
enabled a heavy strain to be put in force. 
The windlass was then set to work, 
but to no purpose, as we hardly gained 
a fathom. We next tried what heav- 
ing out the pieces that were in our 
way would do, but this proved of no 
avail. The saws were then set to work 
to cut off some angular projections that 
inconveniently pressed against our side, 
and while this was being done, I sprung 
on to the hummocky pieces and exam- 
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ined the difficulty. The obstacle, how- 
ever, was not removed; and at two in 
the morning a crack in the large floe 
to the westward of us was observed 
to be gradually enlarging. In less 
than half an hour the water appeared 
in larger quantities astern, and a ‘lane’ 
was opened, by a circuitous route, into 
the clear space ahead of us, whither 
we wanted to go. All hands were 
called to the ship, and the vessel’s 
head turned round to the southward, 
any further attempt to get through the 
channel we had been working at being 
given up. Sail was made to a light 
breeze, and some delicate maneuvring 
had to be accomplished in getting the 
ship round and in among some heavy 
ice, toward the passage we wished to 
enter. 

“ When I went on deck the next 
morning about eight, I found the 
weather very thick, with heavy rain. 
Our position seemed to me but little 
improved from that of the past night, 
for numerous ‘bergs’ of every size 
and shape, appeared to obstruct our 
path. A fresh breeze was blowing 
from the 8S. E., and our ship was 
bounding nimbly to it in water as 
smooth as a mill-pond.- But no sooner 
did she get to the end of her course 
one way, than she had to retrace her 
steps and try it another. We seemed 
completely hemmed on every side by 
heavy packed ice, rough uneven hum- 
mocks, ora complete fleet of enormous 
bergs. Like a frightened hare did the 
poor thing seem to fly, here, there, and 
every where, vainly striving to escape 
from the apparent trap she had got into. 
Tt was a sttange and novel sight. For 
three or four hours—indeed ever since 
we had entered this basin of water, 
we had been vainly striving to find 
some passage out of it, in as near a 
direction as possible to our proper 
course, but neither this way, nor any 
other way, nor even that in which we 
had entered (for the passage had again 
suddenly closed), could we find one. 
At last, about ten A. M., an opening 
between two large bergs was discov- 
ered to the N. W. Without a mo- 
ment’s delay our gallant little bark 
was pushed into it, and soon we found 
ourselves threading through a com. 
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. plete labarynth of ice rocks; if they may 
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be so called, where the very smallest 
‘of them, or even a fragment from one 
ef them, if falling on us, would have 
splintered into ten thousand pieces the 
gallant vessel that had thus.thrust her- 
self among them, and would have 
buried her-crew irretrievably. Won- 
derful indeed was it all. Numerous 
Janes aud channels, not unlike the 
paths and streets of a mighty city, 
branched off in several directions ; but 
<our course was in those that led us 
most to the northward. Onward we 
pursued our way in this manner for 
‘about two honrs, when, suddenly, on 
turning out of a passage between some 
dofty bergs, we found the view-opening 
to us,a field of ice appearing at the 
termirnation.oef the channel, and at the 
extreme end a schooner fast to a ‘ floe,’ 
that is, lying alongside the flat ice, as 
dy a quay. The wind was fair for us, 
blowing a moderate breeze, so that we 
ran down to her in saucy style, round- 
ing to just ahead of her position, and 
making fast in like manner. To our 
great jov we found that, as we had 
Suspected, and indeed, knew, as soon 
as colors were hoisted, it was indeed 
Sir Jehn Ross, in the ‘Felix.’ Glad 
was I of an opportunity to see the gal- 
Jant old veteran, whose name and 
writings had latterly been so frequent- 
ly before me. Directly we got on 
doard, Sir John Ross came to meet us; 
Isaw before me him who, for four 
Jong years and more, had been incar- 
cerated, hopelessly, with his compan- 
dons, in those icy regions to which we 
ourselves were bound. I was struck 
with astonishment! Jt was nothing, 
in comparison, fer the young and ro- 
bust to come on such a voyage; but 
that he, at his time of life, when men 
generally think it right—and right, 
perhaps, it is, too—to sit quietly down 
at home by their own firesides, should 
‘brave the hardship and danger once 
again, was indeed surprising. 
{To be Continued.] 
—-—+«e 
Extracts from a discourse, by 


Rev. W. H. Greene, delivered in 
the Central Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, at the ordination of 
Rev. T. H. Newton, Seamen’s 
Chaplain at St. Thomas, W. 1. 


EXTRACTS. 


B2Y 
The abundance of the Sea shail be 
converted unto Thee. 
Isatan vx. 5. 

This passage occurs in the midst 
of an exceedingly animated deserip- 
tion of the comimy ‘glory of Zion. 
From her depression, and sorrow, 
and exile, the prophet looks out 
with the far-sighted gaze of inspi- 
ration, and sees the ‘brightness of 
a future day ‘bursting in grand 
magnificence upon‘her. The sha- 
dows of the long night of her sad. 
ness and feebleness, her bereave- 
ment of her children, her abandon- 
ment by her ‘God are fleeing away; . 
the sunlight is dawning upon her 
never more to set; the glory of 
the Lord is arising never to be 
again withdrawn. ‘Long limes of 
Gentiles with their kings are seen 
flocking from all sides to do her 
hemage, and to share her blessings. 
Her exiled sons and daughters are 
streaming back from their long 
and far off banishment. The op- 
pressor comes bending at her feet. 
The sens of strangers are rebuild- 
ing her walls. The gold and silver 
of the nations are pouring into; ., 
The incense of Sheba, the florxs 
of Kedar, the rams of Nebaioth, 
the dromedaries ef Midian, the tim- 
bers of Lebanon are coming in at 
her gates, which are no more shut 
‘by day or by night, to increase her 
riches, to contribute to her great- 
ness, to heighten her splendour, or 
to be used in the service of her 
God. All that ts rieh, and valuable, 
and excellent, and to be desired of 
earth, is placed at her disposal; 
her very walls are named Salva- 
tion, and her gates are Praise. 

We can imagine a contemporary 
of the prophet, as his eye wanders 
over this gorgeous deseription, and 
his heart dilates at the brilliancy of 
the prospect it discloses, fastening 
with some surprise upon the sen- 
tence that we have cited as our 
text, and wondering why the pro- 
phet should have inserted among 
these glowing details one, which 
he might suppose so insignificant 
and so uninteresting as this. At 
first view he might be disposed to 
think it a needless appendage, 
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rather encumbering the picture than 


-adding any thing, either to the 


beauty of its finish, or the complete- 
ness ofits design. The abundance 
of the seas shall be converted unto- 
thee ! for what conceivable purpose 
to Zion, he might ejaculate, can 
this barren waste of waters be em- 
ployed? If all the countless: dwel- 
Jers on the land shall shout God’s: 
praise, if all the teeming resources. 
of the land shall be devoted to 
Zion’s interests, why add any thing 
about the sea, possessing neith e 
riches nor population, the image 
rather of unproductiveness or of 
destruction tham of abundance, and 
seemingly serving for scarce any: 
other end than te humble the: pride 
of man, setting, as it does, an im- 
passable bound'to his progress, and 
mocking in its wild rage at the im- 
potence of his endeavours ? 

Or, if he found a meaning in the 
sea being thus added to the land in 


the description of the universal. 


homage paid to Zion, he might sup- 
pose that it was only with a view 
ef declaring in the mos? absolute 
manner this wniversality. Even 
what is of so little use to. man as 
this abundance of seas, whieh it 
almost seems to detract from ‘the 
Creator’s wisdom, that he should 
have allowed to occupy se. much 
space unproductively upon the 
globe, even this barren assemblage: 
of waters shall render its. share, 
however trifling, to the beautifying 
of the-city of God,.and thus not only 
what is of great value and impor- 
tance, but the most unuseful and 
umpromising shall be made in its 
measure tributary. The very 
lowest shall vie with the loftiest in 
its endeavours to. doher honour and 
extend her sway. 

Or, if he was not satisfied with 
this sense, he might indulge in 
vague expectation, that in some 


unknown way the abundance of 


seus should be converted from an 
apparent curse to a realh blessing , 
such a transformation should pass 
over it that it would: cease to be the 
trackless waste, the impassable 
barrier that it had been ;. it should 


eease its destructions and. lose its. 


? 
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‘terrors, and out of it should yet be 


brought some noble offering for 
the Church of God. 

We have before us one of those 
expressions, which meet us so cone 
stantly in the inspired volume, im 
which the developements of Provi- 
dence have opened up a depth of 
meaning, that never could have 
been conceived to lie there, til} those: 
developements were made. What 
new force and beauty have the 
magnificent discoveries in the stel- 
lar universe shown to be containew 
in those words : “The heavens de- 
elare the glory of God and the 
firmament showeth his handy- 
work ?” and with what increased 
emphasis may he affirm their truth,. 
who has been taught by the calcu- 
lations and’ the observations of the: 
astronomer, that those twinkling: 
points, whieh stud the sky, are 
worlds, and suns, and’ systems, 
harmonious and beautiful in their 
movements, and ineonceivable in 
their extent? A similar expansion 
of meaning the clause before us 
has undergone, since by the trium= 
phant achievements of art the sea 
has become almost as familiar, as. 
safe, and as productive an element 
as the land. That phrase of our 
text, “the abundance of the sea,’” 
which, if the cotemporary of the 
prophet attached any definite sig 
nification to-it whatever, would be 
quite likely to suggest to: his mind 
merely the abundance of its waters: 
embraced within its vast extent, 
has, aS we now discover, a most 
pregnant meaning. And seeing 
what the sea now is to man and to 
the world, we find that, instead of” 
its being a needless or unmeaning 
stroke in the picture of the eoming: 
glory, when: the abundance of the 
sea is made over to Zion, it is one: 
of the greatest consequence, and 
which, shall contribute as much as: 
any other to swell her triumphs. 
Tn the progress of our diseourse, it 
shall be our aim to unfold to you 
something of the extent of meaning 
that there is in our text, inquiring, 
What is the abundance of lhe sew 
here spoken. of, and how shall. it he- 
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converted to the benefit of the 
Church of God? 4 

The seas, which girdle or indent 
our continents and encompass our 
globe, are of as great consequence 
to the world in fitting it up to be 
the abode of man, as they are in 
their geographical or physical re- 
lations to the land in regulating its 
temperature, and its winds, or 
watering its surface to adapt it to 
the support of vegetable and ani- 
mal life. I need not remind my 
present audience, how in the his- 
tory of man it has invariably been 
maritime nations which have been 
distinguished for wealth, and 
power, and cultivation; and how 
every great movement toward the 
elevation of the race has began, not 
in the centre of continents and ex- 
tended outward, but upon the coast, 
and spread itself inward. It is 
sufficient here to allude to the 
names of Tyre, Carthage, Alexan- 
dria, Venice, Greece, Rome, Hol- 
land, Britain. The very mention 
of their names will bring up to your 
minds all that we would say. And 
we have no idea of going here into 
an exposition, either historical or 
argumentative, of the benefits of 
foreign commerce. 

In reply, then, to the question 
what is meant by the abundance of 
the sea, we point you to the riches, 
and the civilization, and the power, 
which are the fruits of commercial 
intercourse; and we tell you these 
shall be turned into Christian 
channels, and converted to Chris- 
tian ends. We take you to the 
thronging wharves, and show you 
stately vessels, freighted with their 
valuable cargoes, storehouses filled, 
and the very streets crowded with 
the products of every elime. We 
take you to the noble mansions of 
our merchant princes, built from 
the treasures of the sea. We re- 
quest you to inspect the elegancies 
and conveniences, and even what 
are considered necessaries by all 
our citizens, and mark for how 
many, they are indebted to them 
that go down to the sea, and do 
business in great waters. We 
point you to the large and wealthy 
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cities which have sprung up all 
along the sea-board, and which owe 
all their prosperity and importance, 
and their existence even, to the 
traffic which pours into them as 
commercial centres. We wish you 
to see how the produets of the sea 
are scattered over the continent, 
and how ‘the most remote inland 
points are opening up their com- 
munication with the coast, that they 
may, if possible, divert upon them- 
selves some of these enriching 
streams. We ask you to look at 
the enterprise that is fostered, the 
civilization that is required by in- 
tercourse with foreign parts, the 
gathering in of all that is seen use- 
ful or valuable abroad in all parts 
of the world, and making the centre 
of trade the focus of human pro- 
gress and advancement in every 
possible respect. Then consider 
the strength arising to a nation 
from these wooden walls, and the 
influence aequired by its vessels 
visiting every shore. We ask you 
to earry these out in all their end- 
less ramifieations and influences 
upon nations and upon mankind, 
and to estimate their value, and then 
set down, collected in one vast ag- 
gregate, what the nations of the 
earth now are above what they 
would have been but for the advan- 
tages, that have been reaped from 
commercial intercourse. Tell me 
what this has given them ‘in indi- 
vidual wealth, and cultivation, and 
resourees, in national elevation, 
and prosperity ; this is the abund- 
ance gathered from the seas; all 
this our text declares shall be con- 
verted unto Zion, to be used for 
Zion’s God. This wealth, this 
power, this culture, shall all be 
hers, expended for her sake, devot- 
ed to her interests, laid out in her 
service. It shall be acknowledged 
that to God belongs the increase 
of the seas, as well as the inerease 
of the land. They, into whose 
hands it shall be given, shall use it 
as every worldly advantage should 
be used, for the glory of God, the 
extension of his earthly kingdom, 
and the best interests of our race. 
And it seems the more necesgae 
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ry, that exactly this prediction 
should be here made of the abun- 
dance of the sea, that it should be 
converted unto Zion’s interests, be- 
cause it has been so notoriously 
perverted as the minister of evil. 
So that it might tempt as to sup- 
pose evil was inherent in its very 
nature, if we had not here the de- 
claration of God that it shall not 
be abolished, as all that is radi- 
cally and incurably evil n*ast be, 
but that it shall be sanctified to 
the best and holiest ends. How 
often has the abundance of the sea 
been the fruit of fraud, oppression, 
and violence, and then by a just re- 
tribution what has been gathered 
in by unrighteous means _ has 
proved the ruin of its possessors ? 
Wealth has led to prodigality and 
dissoluteness; refinement to lux- 
urious effeminacy; extent of do- 
minion has only more clearly re- 
vealed domestic weakness ; and all 
has served to prepare a more tempt- 
ing and unresisting prey for the 
invader from without, or dissen- 
sions from within. The history 
in brief of such nations hitherto 
has been, the traffic of the seas— 
wealth and splendour—sudden ruin 
or gradualdecay. This has souni- 
formly been the case, that it may 
well stir the question, if there be 
any natural necessity, which links 
these steps indissolubly together. 
It is a law which there is no escap- 
ing, that this ingathering of wealth, 
and refinement, and power, is the 
precursor, of national dissolution ? 
that in the maturity thus induced, 
there lurks inevitably the secret 
taint of rottenness? And _ this 
question comeg with the more force 
to us, because Christianity itseif 
has been so Jong in reaching and 
Christianizing the traffic pursued 
upon the mighty waters; and be- 
cause it is in Christian times, and 
as carried on by Christian lands, 
that we find connected with it some 
of the foulest exhibitions of human 
avarice and cruelty. How will you 
characterize the dealings of Spain 
in the thirst of her adventurers for 
gold, towards the defenceless na- 
tives of her newly discovered wes- 
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tern colonies? In what terms is 
it fitting to speak of the barbarous 
outrages of which the coast of 
bleeding Africa has been the scene, 
and in which the perpetrators bore 
the name of Christian men, and 
their detestable traffic in flesh and 
blood was legalized by Christian 
lands? What shall we say of the 
strong arm of Christian England, 
forcing on the benighted empire of 
China a traffic in the poison which 
consumed their lives, wasted their 
treasures, and destroyed their 
souls ? And must it not awaken 
apprehensions of God’s withering 
curse upon the whole sweep of a 
commerce, with which such abom- 
inations have been joined, and an 
abundance which las been in part 
acquired by such unprincipled 
means? It might almost prepare 
us to hear the prophet say, that in 
the days of Zion’s glory this abun- 
dance of the sea should be cast 
back into its lowest depths, and the 
pollution, which has marked it, be 
wiped away by its complete extinc- 
tion. There is enough at least to 
awaken an anxiety to hear what 
shall be the issue; to excite the de- 
sire to know, if this strong arm of 
wealth and power must be un- 
sparingly cut off, or if its uleer may 
be healed and its corruptions stayed. 
We have the answer in our text; 
the abundance of the sea shall not 
be destroyed, but it shail be per- 
verted no longer; it shall be con- 
verted unto Thee. Commerce 
shall be sanctified, engaged in with 
holy aims, pursued by holy means, 
conducted to holy ends; and upon 
all its products, and upon all of 
treasure that it pours into a land, 
and upon all of might, and of cul- 
tivation, and of influence of which 
it proves the spring, there shall be 
visibly and universally inscribed, 
“Holiness to the Lord.” 

And in pledge of the fulfilment 
of our prediction, side by side with 
the desecrations of commerce, to 
which, in their blackest aspect, we 
have pointed you, and which are 
visibly waning under the influence 
of the gospel, we find a new and 
transforming spirit beginning to be 
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poured over it. We refer not tinent the glorious tidings of the 
merely to the rectitude, and fair- $ grace of God. 
ness, and strictness of integrity, 5 * * i) 

with which commercial transac- There is still another sense, in 
tions of magnitude, and between } which we expect the fulfilment of 
remote countries are conducted; the prediction before us; a fulfil- 
and by which the moral spectacle, } ment of which we likewise already 
almost unrivalled for its grandeur % see the dawn, and feel assured that 
is presented, that the mere word of ; its entire completion is hastening 
promise of your merchant shall: on. We have looked upon all the 
pass unchallenged over the world, } wealth, and the power, and the 
and shall form the basis on the $ enltivation that is gathered into the 
other side of the globe of large ; nations by means of the traffic of 
transfers of property or pecuniary } the seas, and have seen that this 
liabilities. For with all this there } shall be devoted in its entireness to 
might be yet an uncompromising the interests of Zion. We have 
spirit of worldliuess ; and an honest } looked upon the lands which the 
commerce might be as far from} ocean holds in his bosom, and 
consecration to God as a dishonest } which were, when the prophet 
or a fraudulent commerce; and its ‘ wrote, locked in concealment, a 
gains might as truly have in them >} part of its undeveloped treasures, 
that eanker which will corrode, and ? and have seen islands and conti- 
that curse which will wither. But nents, infant and full-grown em- 
we see already the incipient stages © pires, already doing homage to the 
of a Christianized commerce. ‘To } Church, and giving promise that 
Zion there has already been : the whole shall one day be convert- 
brought in the first truits of that } ed unto her. There is yet another 
ripening harvest, which she has © particular to be added, before we 
been taught to expect. We see an } can feel that we have even skim- 
incipient fulfilment, in what has } med the surface of the grant here 
already been done and is doing by » made to Zion of the abundance of 
individuals, and by communities, } the sea. We mean these noble 
that have drawn rich treasures from vessels, which, like floating palaces, 
the sea, to build up and to beautify ; ride majestically and securely over 
the Church of God, to perpetuate , the ocean’s troubled surface, and 
and to extend her sway; in the gold ; those men of hardy sinews and 
and the silver, which, like that $ brave hearts that people them. We 
poured into Jerusalem in the days } bid you look at the navies of the 
of the peaceful son of David, is | world; and what strong and far- 
spent upon God’s temple. We see ¢ reaching arms of national defence 
the dawning of that time, when the $ are these navies, giving each pro- 
entire abundance of the sea shall tection to the persons and property 
be converted unto Zion, and made § of the citizens of their respective 
subservient to her adornment and ; countries, to the very ends of the 
increase ; when the !aw of Chris- ; earth! We bid you look at the 
tian reciprocity no less than that : commercial marine, visiting every 
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commercial integrity shall be al-; port, skirting every coast, and 
lowed ; and for the teas and silks } whitening every sea from the equa- 
of China, and for the precious stuffs ; tor to the poles; and we tell you, 
of India, and for the gold of Cali- § that these instruments and these 
fornia, there shall be sent back to § agents of the commerce of the 
those lands on every tide, the in- } world shall yet be converted unto 
valuable treasures of everlasting { Zion, and contribute no inconsider- 
life; and deeply injured Africa; able share to the extension of her 
shall receive once more to her} sway. We ask you to look at the 
bosom her sons and her daughters ? diversified relations now existing 
torn ruthlessly from her shores, to § through the medium of these men 
spread over that benighted con- } of the sea betweon the most widely 
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separated nations. We ask you 
to count the vessels that ply be- 
tween our ports and Europe. We 
ask you to look at the speed, the 
frequency, the regularity of inter- 
communication. And we wish to 
know if you do not see, how this 
is binding these two continents 
more tightly together, than though 
the track of each vessel, as it 
sweeps over the Atlantic, were 
uniting them with bonds of iron. 
Do you not see how it is thus there 
is cemented in the firmest manner 
amity between nations, and reci- 
procity of kindly feeling? and how 
it is your merchant ships, that are 
leading the 'van of preparation for 
the coming of the Prince of Peace ? 

See here, too, a noble instrumen- 
tality for the diffusion of light, and 
civilization, and Christianity over 
all the earth. You wish to send 
your missionaries to India, or to 
China, to tell those perishing mil- 
lions of salvation by the Son of 
God; and you must call upon the 
sons of the sea to take them there. 
You wish to furnish the nations 
with the healing pages of God’s 
word, and have them scattered far 
and wide, like falling leaves from 
the tree of life borne by an autumn 
-wind; and you call again upon the 
son of the sea to freight his vessel 
with the precious treasure. He 
carries for you the gospel, he car- 
ries for you the ambassador of 
heaven to every shore. And 
though our ear has been pained at 
hearing how from Christian lands 
have gone forth over the sea the 
vices of civilized life ; how the ves- 
sel has been sent out to empty its 
cargo of liquid fire, or to carry its 
burden of infidel volumes to those 
just awaking from the slumbers of 
idolatry and superstition, to sow 
with diabolical intent the seeds of 
death, and gather on new shores a 
fresh harvest of perdition for their 
infamous authors; yet we tell you 
that we have refreshing tidings in 
reserve. The prostitution of an 
instrumentality so noble, and which 
might be so efficient for good, shall 
cease. ‘There shall a hallowing in- 
fluence be spread over the ships of 


the sea and the men of the sea; 
and they shall be governed by 
sanctified aims, and be directed to 
sanctified ends. 

Too long had the sailors been 
neglected by the Christian and the 
philanthropist ; and though the very 
elegancies and luxuries of your 
own delightful homes might have 
made you think of him, to whose 
fearless spirit, and strong arm, and 
many privations, you were indebted 
for their procurement, still the 
sailor entered your ports unthought 
of, but by them who would fatten 
by his plunder. No man cared for 
his soul. The Church, contented 
to labour for the dwellers on the 
land, gave up the sailor as incor- 
rigible, or not worth attending to, 
forgetful that the abundance of the 
sea too is hers; forgetful that the 
sailor, too, has a soul, for which the 
Lord of glory died; forgetful of the 
importance of this class of men to 
society and the world ; forgetful of 
the peculiar power of individual in- 
fluence, which by reason of his 
position attaches to the converted 
seamen, spreading itself by the law 
of Christian reproduction, and how. 
when blessed himself, he becomes 
the means of blessing unto others. 
One seamen touched with love to 
Jesus, may bring salvation to all 
that are with him in the vessel. 
And then his sphere of influence is 
not like that of the converted lands- 
man, limited to the narrow locality 
of his stationary home; but borne 
on every wind and to every shore, 
he carries the gospel with him; he 
carries his love to the gospel in his 
burning heart, and an impulse 
given in your Bethel here, may be 
felt all around the globe. Let the 
sailors be converted unto God, and 
you have at once in them, from the 
very nature of their vocation, a 
mulitude of efficient missionaries 
of the gospel. And there are facts, 
which might be spread before you, 
that would make your hearts glad 
to see how their instrumentality 
has already been blessed ; and how 
their visits have again and again 
brought light and salvation to those 
that were sitting in darkness and 
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the region and shadow of death. 

We have now taken a hasty sur- 
vey of our text. In justice to you 
and in justice to those who shall 
succeed us in the exercises of this 
evening, we have felt it our duty 
to be brief. But cursory as has 
been the sketch which we have 
given you of the abundance of the 
sea, we have shown you, we think, 
that it was no mean grant which was 
made when the promise was given to 
Zion, that this shall be converted unto 
her; and that so far from this being an 
idle clause amid the glowing sentences 
of the chapter before us, there is scarce 
another that is more full of meaning 
or more big wtth blessings. It bids 
you anticipate the time when all the 
wealth and the power, and the culti- 
vation which is due to commerce shall 
be hers; when the isles of the ocean 
and the lands of the west shall be 
hers; when the men of the sea and 
the ships of the sea shall be hers also; 
when all shall be given to Him, and 
used for Him to whom all praise be- 
longs, to whom all glory is due; and 
when from the sea as from the land, 
there shall ascend incense and offering 
to God, for the sea is His, and He 
made it, and His hands formed the dry 
land. 

Cherish, therefore, Christian brethren, 
this precious promise of God. Let 
its accomplishment be the subject of 
your prayers, and the object of your 
labors. Let your kindly sympathies 
embrace the men of the sea. Found 
for them a“ Home,” and a “ Bethel” 
in every port. Provide for them 
the living teacher. Give them the 
word of life. Remember them in 
their privations and perils, in their 
temptations and sorrows. Remem- 
ber the great mission committed to 
them of converting their fellow-men 
in every quarter of the globe, into one 
vast brotherhood and family of God; 
and let your snpplications ascend for 
them continually. There is not a class, 
nor a profession among our citizens, 
that 1s independent of their aid. Our 
merchants, and tradesmen, and me- 
chanics, and agriculturists, and artists, 
our men of science, and our men of 
enterprise owe all a debt to the sailor. 
And we ask no more than his due, 
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when we solicit for him from all. his 
fellow-men, their respect, their protec- 
tion, their gratitude, their kindness, 
and their support. 

——_—_—__+ 9. 


St. Thomas Chaplaincy. 
Chaplain’s Journal. 


March Ist. On board many ves- 
sels. AsI was passing a schooner 
from Porto Rico, I thought I would 
offer a Spanish Tract. To my 
surprise, | was asked for a French 
one, and then for a Testament. 
Glad of sending the word of life to 
Porto Rico. 

On board the whaler, “George 
Hopkins,’ here last year. One 
young man, seemed much pleased 
to see, and get the Youth’s Penny 
Gazette and American Messenger. 
They used to be familiar to him in 
the Sabbath School in his younger 
days. He said it made him feel 
like home to see them. 

On another whaler, a Portuguese, 
who could not read, wished a Bible 
to take home to Fayal: that his 
son might learn it. Two Danes 
also wished for Bibles. On board 
the U. S. Steamer ‘“ Saranac,” all 
hands glad to see Tracts coming, 
even the men in “ the Brig,” sailor 
term for the ship’sjail. In passing 
one of the state rooms, where I 
had before left ‘Tracts, I saw 
written on one, “Such little books 
are too apt to be torn up.” I 
deemed it not unsafe to leave a few 
more in such hands, and was 
thanked. 

2d, Sabbath.—The brig “ Fairy” 
in fine trim, and she was put so 
yesterday afternoon. Audience not 
very large, but evinced deep inter- 
est, and a solemnity that betoken- 
ed God’s presence. 

3rd, Monday.—On the “ Carib- 
bee,” about to leave for New York, 
found the mate very serious in re- 
gard to religion. He had been, and 
was as I boarded, reading Tracts ; 
which he said described him ex- 
actly. He had good desires and 
resolutions, but his heart cheated 
him. Still he hoped and expected 
yet to be a Christian. Said he 
should leave the sea and stay at 
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home, where he could enjoy greater 
religious privileges. 

4th, Tuesday.—Took a German 
book toa ship a good way off, and 
came near being upset. Met Cap- 
tain ; of good sound views and 
feelings. He wished for the eleva- 
tion of Seamen and Captains ; felt 
that with all their failings, that they 
‘were too much underrated, or too 
little esteemed. Society wronged 
them. Testified that sailors were 
much improved. He appreciated 
the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society and its efforts. To the 
Sailor’s Home he was indebted 
for his first step to promotion. He 
had learned things there for his 
good. It was calculated to inspire 
men with self-respect, as well as 
regard for religion. 

5th, Thursday.—Much interest 
on the whaler “ George Hopkins.” 
Gave the mate a Common Prayer 
Book, which he had much wanted. 
Another man, who had been at 
Bethel on Sabbath, wished a hymn 
book. Another asked for a Bible 
and received it joyfully. A Portu- 
guese was so glad to get a Portu- 
guese Testament, that he gave me 
all the money he had for it. A 
Spaniard, who saw for the first 
time in his life the Scripture in his 
native tongue, got a Testament. 
He skipped, and uttered such ex- 
clamatiuns, as to show his delight 
to be complete and hearty. I never 
saw such joy surpassed. He made 
a donation to the American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society in token of 
what he felt. Met some from the 
whaling bark, who asked for the 
Bethel on Sabbath, assuring me 
they would be there. 

7th, Friday.—To-day had more 
encouragement to labor for the 
conversion of seamen. found one 
who, just before leaving home, had 
made a public profession of religion. 
He offered good evidence of a 
spiritual change, was glad to see a 
minister, and converse with him 
on Christian experience. He was 
also anxious to aid in the salvation 
of others, and desirous to glorify 
God by his life. He was mate of 
the , of N. H. 
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9th, Sabbath.—More at meeting 
than I expected, and solemn feel- 
ing manifested. Young Captain 
, was there, and endeavored 
to do as I wished yesterday. I 
hope 7¢ was God’s time. 

10th, Monday.—Visits interest- 
ing,—more calls for God’s word. 

12th, Wednesday.—Met rice 
man ashore from the condemne 
schoouer. He had attended Bethel 
last Sabbath, and remembered 
much of the sermen. I asked after 
his welfare, prospects, &c. Had 
no good place to board. Did not 
like the place sailors generally go 
to. I advised him in the matter,— 
glad to see that he wished to take 
care of his money, was glad to get 
tracts and a Bible. 

15th. Saturday.—A good day. 
An American seamen Captain wel- 
comed me on his ship, when I an- 
nounced my mission, and left 
Tracts. He asked me below—said 
he, “I can’t sit long with you, but 
I just thought that to carry on re- 
ligious operations here, as else- 
where, it needed money, and here 
is a trifle toward the cause.” He 
added, I belong to a good neighbor- 
hood where people are used to put- 
ting their hands into their pocket 
and doing what they can. He was 
glad to find Bethel operations here, 
and hoped we would get a house 
ashore, Reading Rooms, &c. 

Another praised our mission, and 
said, as it was unsectarian, he 
should come with his men to 
preaching. On a_ Martinique 
schooner left French Tracts, a Tes- 
tament, &c. 

16th, Sabbath—Some rain dur- 
ing service, but we drew close un- 
der the awning, and were not inter- 
rupted. God seemed among us. 

17th, Monday.—Sailors asked 
for Tracts as I passed them, wait- 
ing at their boats. 

18th, Tuesday.—Encouraged by 
this days’ labour. 

19th, Wednesday.—On a Spanish 
War-steamer. Deck officer at first 
refused me admission, but after- 
wards allowedit. The men rushed 
round me begging, and almost 
pulling Tracts out of my hand ; so 
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much so that an under officer beat 
them off occasionally with a rope. 
Also left two Testaments. Some 
so anxious for Tracts that they 
hid one, then asked for more. I 
detected one fellow, who shifted 
many ways, but I always knew him. 
At last he went below, washed, 
shaved, changed his dress, and 
tried it again. But still I recog- 
nised him, and he laughed. On 
the stern where four English en- 
gineers, these wished English 
Tracts, I supplied them, when 
they donated $1,40 to the American 
Seamen’s Friend Society. 

20th, Thursday.—Left another 
Testament on the Spantsh war- 
steamer. 

21st, Friday.—On board about 
12 or 14 foreign vessels, as they 
had been to England they were 
mostly supplied with Bibles. 

23rd, Sabbath.—Good and at- 
tentive audience on board the bark 
Rothschild, of Boston. I mention- 
ed that an opportunity would be 
afforded to remember our Society, 
as had been desired by Captains, 
&c., of late. They had not yet 
money, but promised ina day or 
two to do something. Officers 
seem warm-hearted men and crew 
too. . 
24th, Monday.—Paid many visits 
and well received. A Mainemate 
told me the true mode of govern- 
ing men, and of seeuring good 
ones. They never found it to fail 
viz., never use them il, never call 
thera hard names, or curse them, 
and give them plenty of good food. 
He said it was a hard piece of hu- 
manity that would not do well after 
that. They all seemed very happy, 
and I agree with him as to the pre- 
vention and remedy of much trou- 
ble. Captain George, a Creole of St. 
Thomas, came back from St. Don- 
ning. He had volunteered to take 
Tracts é&c., for me, to distribute 
there, and Testaments for the 
Bible Society of St. Thomas. He 
found great eagerness for them, 
and rejoices in being instrumental 
in doing so much for God. 

25th, Tuesday.—Mr. Cannon, 
mate of whaler Rothschild, called 


at my house with $18,00, which he 
had collected for the American 
Seamen Friend Society. So much 
for his good will and the Divine 
favor. 1 had no expectation of 
such kindness. Surely the hand of 
the Lord is in this—$18,00 volun- 
teered from our sea-faring friends ! 
0! for spiritual fruit—likewise, a 
gathering in of souls. Mr. Cannon 
has a pious wife, who lately wrote 
to him and son, aboard too, which 
affected him. She urged her boy 
“to attend church, and not turn old 
Jack, when away.” They were 
glad of the Bethel therefore. So 
you see, prayers from shore do 
something for us. Would we had 
many such, our labours would be 
still more blessed. 

26th, Wednesday.—Visits, ag 
usual, happy in results. Whale 
bark P. Cookin. Her captain 
pleases me, offers his vessel for 
Sabbath, if in port. A Portuguese 
on the Rothschild wished for a 
Bible to take home. Thus the Holy 
volume is cireulated! This man 
could not read, but said he, * sup- 
pose me get sick, I not read, but 
me find some good Portuguese who 
can, then it be nice to this heart to 
hear good "things in Bible. We 
would hope this poor fellow is not 
far from the kingdom. May God’s 
Spirit go with the book and make it 
a blessing 

27th, ‘Thursday.—Aboard many 
vessels, Succeeded in sending 
several Tracts and Testaments 
down to Port Rico, accomplishing 
what we could not in any other 


way. 
28th, Friday.—Too very windy 
to venture off. Two vessels nearly 
upset. , 
29th, Saturday.—Encouraged 
by getting whaler P. Cook for to- 
morrow—several professing Chris- 
tians aboard. Ona brig, where a 
gentleman from Maine, travelling 
for his health, afforded me much 
sympathy in my work, and volun- 
teered a trifle to our Society. Still 
therefore the good Spirit seems 
for us, directing attention to our 
cause, and eliciting occasional 


help. 
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30th, Sabbath.—Preached on the 
whaling bark P. Cook. Captain C. 
gave us a good and hearty recep- 
tion, and my spirits were cheered 
and heart encouraged by a large 
assembly of fine looking and se- 
rious men. Before coming, while 
coming, and after my arrival, felt 
impressed that I must make special 
effort to save souls. Text Hebrews 
41, 30—applying it to seeking sin- 
ners and progressing saints, and 
to the cause of missions, especially 
our own. We had deeply inter- 
ested our listeners, this was mani- 
fested by a generous collection ; it 
was a free willoffering, and furth- 
er manifested by many thanks ; 
solemnity pervaded the ship. I 
hope this is the beginning of better 
things. After service, had serious 
conversation with Captain C.; he 
mever whales on Sabbath, and 
whilst he acts thus frem duty, he 
also philosophizes thus; ‘“ Suppose 
on Sunday I see whales, I think 
ll make by catching; 17ll lower, 
but get my boats all stove, and so 
loose much of the voyage ; whereas 
had J laid still, I could have gone 
all right on Monday. Then what 
I take on Sunday I lose Monday, 
or might get them, so I’m no better 
off. If I see one whale on Sabbath 
and don’t take it, by Monday it may 
lead me to a schvol. So I never 
make sail Sunday, for I am as 
likely to go from whales as to them. 
isaw one vessel that laughed at 
me because I would not lower for 
a whale on Sabbath. The other 
took it, sailed en with 50 or 60 bls. 
of oil. I mace no sail, and the 
next day the school came down to 
me, and I took 200 bls. Another 


Sunday I spoke a brig, separate \ 


some distance, and saw whales. 
Next day spoke brig again, told 
him we had seen whales: “ Then 
why did you, not make signals for 
us?” Because I never whale on 
Sundays myself, and Pil be bound 
not to aid others toit. The man 
complained, but directly a large 
school came to sight, and we soon 
towed a good shure of them to our 
ships. 
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I never lost by keeping Sab- : 
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bath, my vessel is always among the 
first for success.” Powerful logic, 
Noble 
examples. Yet Captain C. not a 
professed Christian, says, he “loves 
religion, the more of it the better.” 
He “ wishes all his men were re- 
ligious, as well as himself; relig- 
ious men make the best men, you 
can depend on them. They cared 
for their duty.” His ship bespeaks 
his principles, very neat and all 
good natured. He never allows an 
officer to strike, nor curse a man, 
if it need doing, he does it himself. 
Of course, this is very seldom ; he 
has the true philosophy of govern- 
ment. Then he says, “they are 
all so fond of reading Tracts, Bi- 
bles, &e. He likes to see it. On 
Sunday all are so employed, some 
alone, others in groups, one reading 
to thg rest.” One more sentence— 
Captain C. himself sets the exam- 
Q, that all would do likewise. 

31st, Monday.—Found two 
strange characters; one a young, 
the other an older Scotchman. The 
younger, restless, impatient of re- 
straint, headstreng, yet good look- 
ing, well educated, and well sup- 
plied with elegant and good books, 
Had a nice Bible, from a. pious 
aunt. Had never cared or givena 
thought for religion, till attacked by 
ship fever lately. That had tamed 
him a little. He was very glad of 
tracts, and often checked by his 
older countryman. We may hope 
for him, though he seems almost 
desperate. He wants to do better 
and to quit the sea, yet wishes his 
father dead, that he may then in- 
herit an entailed estate in Scotland; 
hates his mother, because she 
asked him if he could not have had 
on acleaner shirt to appear at dinner 
int! Yet he reads his Bible daily! 
How strange the inconsistency ! 
However, let us hope, in the use of 
means. His father gets an official 
salary of £800 sterling. 

The.elder had sown more of his 
wild oats. Some years ago changed 
in this very harbor a Bible given 
by some missionary, for a botile of 
rum, @ sour sop, banana and an 
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Aligator pear. The next day he 
was seized with fever, which made 
him think how wicked he had been 
regarding the Bible, he would have 
given all he had to get it back, but 
too late. 

Thus you have the record of a 
month’s varied incidents and labor. 
May our Master accomplish by our 
hands whatever he designs, prays 
your devoted Chaplain, 

. H. Newron. 
St. Thomas, April 1, 1851. 


Sailor Missionary at Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

Whenever I begin a report of my 
labors in this place, my heart is filled 
with anxiety for the increasing impiety, 
and the scarcity of fruit visible from 
the Word of God which is sowed. 
When I glance at this melancholy 
state of things, my courage fails and 


my heart desponds in my work. May 


the Lord our God have mercy upon me. 
But the Word of God has supported 
me, and the Lord has helped me until 
now, praised be his holy name. 

I will now make some extracts from 
my diary: 

May 6th. To-day, when I went on 
board a vessel, I had opportunity to 
speak from the Word of God, to the 
captain and the crew; all listened atten- 
tively, but the captain appeared the 
most apprehensive. I spoke from the 
first part of 1 Cor.i; they became more 
confiding, and amongst other things, 
began speaking of a sailor from their 
native town (Gottenburgh) who was 
very much sunk in vice, but had, dur- 
ing his voyages principally to America, 
been roused, and come to the knowl- 
edge of Christ. He is now a believer, 
and amongst his countrymen a real 
example of true Christian life. 

May 14th. I had to-day a long and 
earnest conversation with a mate who 
is entering upon a long voyage. He 
appeared to listen seriously to the Word 
of God, and bought, besides, a good 
book to read during his voyage. The 
Lord alone knoweth if I shall see him 
any more. if 4 

May 16th. With a captain of the 
name of N——, from the west of 
Sweden, I began a conversation to- 
day. He was not without Chris- 


tian knowledge, and thus had more 
a receive that which was spok- 
en. The words, “And if by grace, 
then is it no more of works,” were those 
that he had most clung unto. May 
God help and enlighten him, to come to 
a knowledge of Him and His will, ac- 
cording to His good pleasure. 

To Norwegians I have several 
times had opportunities of speaking on 
spiritual subjects. They have, in gen- 
eral, been attentive. One among them 
has, by means of religious Tracts, which 
he has received in England, stopped 
and begun to consider the state of his 
heart. He, therefore, listened to the 
Word of God with peculiar attention, 
and very seriously. May our Lord ac- 
complish His work unto the salvation 
of his soul. 

May 28th. T met to-day a captain 
from Norway, who was still under the 
law ; I therefore tried, as muchas I was 
able, to hold forth the grace of God in 
Christ as accessible to all sinners. He 
seemed willing to receive that Word 
which giveth life. but could not pray. 
He who calleth himself the Good Shep- 
herd, take him under his care. 

June 12th. To-day I spoke to a cap- 
tain of the things belonging to our sal- 
vation; after that he bought a Bible, 
exclaiming, “Oh! that I now might 
find the right way! Ihave gone so 
many years and am not yet thoroughly 
converted. Oh! itis terrible to live in 
this way! Our life is so short, and 
more than half of it we sleep away in 
sin. A short time, and then an ever- 
lasting condemnation.” I therefore tried 
to show him the necessity of Jesus our 
Saviour, his refuge, that he might es- 
cape the wrathto come. And he heard 
all this with particular interest. 

June 22d. Iwent into the country 
and did not return before the 29th. 
There J had prayer meetings at differ- 
ent places, and many listened with 
great attention. Many of the people 
were very much inclined to brandy, 
broils, and a dissolute life, particularly 
at midsummer. All this prompted me 
to go and speak to the curate of the 
parish, ard make him acquainted with 
these circumstances, when I received 
this answer, “ They must amuse them- 
selves once in the course of the year.” 

July 3d. I went to Gefle, in the 
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country ; near that town, I had many 
prayer meetings for nearly three weeks. 
Those who attended them listened 
with great attention to the word of God. 
Amongst them were several who were 
roused before to consider the state of 
their hearts, and some believers. The 
seed of the word did not appear un- 
fruitful. I spoke with several who 
were anxious for the salvation of their 
souls, and also to some who had bodily 
sicknesses, and tried to hold forth the 
divine trnths to them, to which they 
listened attentively. 

July 27th and 29th. During these 
days 1 have spoken with the crew of a 
vessel from Finland. All listened with 
peculiar assent; but one accompanied 
me home, and remained for the prayer 
meeting, when he appeared powerfully 
wrought upon by the Holy Spirit. Af- 
ter that he came to me, and I went 
through Rom. iv. when he seemed to 
receive life from the Word. He was 
particularly anxious to make himself 
sure as regarding his salvation. Ihave 
yee hopes of this man. May the 

ord help him and bring all to. a good 
issue. 

In the beginning of August, I was 
on board several vessels, offering them 
Bibles and speaking with them of spirit- 
ual things. Amongst others whom I 
met, was a captain anda mate who list- 
ened attentively to the wordof God. I 
read and explained, in great simplicity, 
Rom. 3d and 4th; the mate, seemed to 
find what he sought in the word of the 
Gospel, at the hearing of which he be- 
came very happy. The captain has 
daily prayer with his crew. May the 
light be increased in them, and remain 
unto the end. 

August 25th. To-day I have had 
spiritual conversation with a captain 
and mate from the west of Sweden, 
who listened to the word; the mate was 
very much affected, they seemed se- 
riously seeking the truth. I have now 
been several times on board their vessel 
and tried, as much as possible, to bring 
them unto the word of God. I have 
the very best hopes they will become 
faithful children of God. 

September 4th. 'T'o-day I entered in- 
to amore close conversation with a 
mate, in the course of which he wept 
bitterly ; atthe time the captain arriv- 
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ed and saluted me ina friendly manner, 
saying “I remember very well what 
you uttered to me two years ago, when 
I bought a book of you; your words 
were these— Pray unto the Lord, that 
He may give you grace and light, to be 
able to read with calm attention, other- 
wise your reading will be fruitless; 
many read without thinking of what they 
read, but only from habit, others froma 
wish of knowledge, others from curi- 
osity, all their reading only causes them 
a greater responsibility. Therefore, 
pray to God that He may give you the 
light of His Spirit to know God and Him 
whom He hath sent Jesus Christ.” “I 
have also,” he continued, “ been con- 
vinced of the truth of the Word of God, 
and will hereafter, when I have time, 
seek to increase in this knowledge and 
also read to my crew, that they may 
also come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” Iwas happy to receive his 
May. God of His grace ac- 
complish His work in him. Almost 
the same occurred with another cap- 
tain. J had sold him a Bible, and met 
him two years after, when he made a 
very satisfactory confession and appear- 
ed now seriously seeking his salvation. 
Thus it happens that the Word of God 
when given into their hands, beareth 
fruit unto eternal life. I will, therefore, 
hope that though I have been one of 
the meanest among the mean ones, 1 
may in the the other world see more 
fruits of my labour than I have seen 
here. Yes,O God! Let the beginning, 
continuation, and end, all contribute to 
thy glory. 

T have, also, this summer had a visit 
from our brother Wilson, in Gotten- 
burgh, whose company was of much 
benefit and encouragement to me. 

418 Bibles and 151 New Testaments 
have been sold during this last half 
year. 

I will now finish by most cordially 
wishing that your honorable Society 
might abundantly receive the grace and 
blessing of God, and at the same time re- 
commend myself to your fervent inter- 
cession at the throne of grace. May 
He who has all power, and the hearts 
of all of us in His hands, give us each 
in our respective native places, the will 
and the power to work unto the glori- 
fying of His name and the salvation of 
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our fellow creatures for His loves sake, 
Amen. 

I remain the Society’s humble ser- 
vant, A. M. LJUNGBERG. 


——_+@o—_____. 
Lahaini Chaplaincy. 
Lanaina, Dec. 26th, 1850, 
Dear Brotruer,— 

Through you I would make my 
report for 1850, to the Directors of 
the American Seamen’s Friend Society. 

During the year I have distributed 
hymn books and Boatmen’s Manual 
46; Bibles and Testaments 60, in five 
different languages. Volumes published 
by the American Tract Society 196; 
value $65,11. Tracts, 3000 pages. 
Christian Almanacs, 50. About one 
half of the above named books have 
been sold, the rest given. 

Besides the above, a great number 
of pamphlets, papers, and all kinds of 
reading matter, kindly furnished me 
for gratuitous distribution. Of the 
pamphlets, the chief have been the 
Sailor’s Magazine, a most acceptable 
work among seamen, and the Mission- 
ary Herald and Home Missionary. 

Among the papers distributed the 
past year to seamen [ would especial- 
ly mention the “Friend,” about 50 
copies of which I distribute weekly. 
It isalways gratefully received. Books, 
papers, etc. distributed during the year 
about 300 volumes ;, pages of tracts, 
3000; number of newspders, 2000 ; 
pamphlets in No, 500; value not less 
than $300, nearly all of this reading 
matter was of a religious or strictly 
moral nature. It has been distributed 
chiefly to those whose “home is on 
the deep.” During the year just closed 
there have been seventeen deaths 
among the foreign community. At 
thirteen of the funerals I officiated. 
When two of them occured I was 
unable to go out. Two were Roman 
Catholic Priests. I have solemnized 
three marriages, baptized one child. 
On the subject of the distribution of 
religious reading, I would only say 
what Ihave said on former occasions, 
that I consider the distribution of re- 
ligious reading the most hopeful part 
of my labors. I would not undervalue 
the “preached Gospel,” as the great 
agency in converting men; but from 


the peculiar circumstances of excite- < 


ment and temptations which cling 
around seamen on shore, they are 
not so likely to be favorably impressed 
with the truth they hear in the sanc- 
tuary as with that which they read on 
ship-board during their leisure hours, 
away from the temptations of the shore 
when their feelings may have been 
softened by thoughts of parents, wives, 
and sisters, far away. Again I am 
sorry to say that many, very many, 
who come on shore in foreign ports 
to spend a Sabbath do not find their 
way to the sanctuary. They may be 
found where intoxicating liquors can 
be had. They may find the house of 
her whose path is the road to death, 
temporal oreternal. But a large class 
seldom find the place where prayer is 
wont to be made. Now in sending a 
small package of religious matter on 
board the ship, just before she leaves 
port, I hope to speak a. kind word to - 
every soul on board. I do not speak 
to them, but the writer of some faith- 
ful tract pours the truth into their 
minds. To one “Bunyan” with his 
pack upon his back, leaving his family 
and striving to attain “ the wicket gate,” 
tells the story of his trials and fears, 
and tells it to the sailor, as none but 
Bunyan could do. To another, Bax- 
ter speaks in tones of Bible terror, and 
calls him to leave his sins and seek 
salvation. To the Infidel, Nelson 
gives his emphatic experience of both 
the cause and cure of Infidelity, and 
so of all the various religious thought 
that is scattered upon the ocean. But 
I should not have dwelt so long upon 
this common thought, only that I might 
show what ground of encouragement 
there is in connection with this kind 
of labor. Not only for those of us 
who are laboring in these ends of 
the earth for the salvation of sea- 
men, but also for pious parents, 
wives and sisters, who have very dear 
friends far away upon the mighty 
deep. How much encouraged to offer 
the prayer of faith would that praying 
mother feel if she kuew that the godly 
Baxter was to be on board the ship 
with her son. How would she pray 
and hope that the plain and earnest 
hearted efforts of such a man of God. 
would be blest to the conversion of 
of that child which she had conse- 
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rated to God in infancy. Christian 
mother! could I but sit down and talk 
with you face toface. I would tell you 
that, to my certain knowledge, Baxter, 
Bunyan, and men of that class do 
spend some months on almost every 
ship that comes into this port. But 
should you say if these were there 
in person their prayers would be min- 
gled with, their exhortations. But do 
you not think when these holy men 
wrote what their hearts had deeply 
felt to be true that they lifted their 
souls in prayer, that God would lead 
those who might read what they had 
written to feel as they have felt it? 
Doubtless this is the great reason why 
their works have been so greatly blest, 
because their prayers were recorded 
on high, and remembered and present- 
ed by the great Intercessor. Yes! 
Let the praying anxious parent remem- 
ber that their absent roving child has 
the full benefit of the best counsels 
and prayers of those, who, being dead 
yet speak, and are blessed because 
their works do follow them. It often 
cheers me to feel that I am laboring 
together with such a long list of the 
worthy dead, and also to know that 
many of the living are praying for and 
laboring to attain the same glorious re- 
sult—the conversion of those dear to 
them. I often feel that I would like to 
know these fellow laborers, and talk 
and pray with them for one common 
object. This may not be till we “ know 
as we are known.” ‘Tull then, Chris- 
tians, fellow laborers of every denom- 
ination and every name, let us labor 
and pray, not doubting bat that “ we 
shall reap in due time, if we faint not.” 
Let us “sow the seed in the morning, 
and at evening not withhold our hands, 
since:we know not which shall prosper, 
whether this or that, or whether both 
shall be alike good.” During the year 
I think there has been manifested an 
increasing desire to obtain reading mat- 
ter. I have occasional evidence that 
books distributed are read. A young 
sailor one day called at my study, 
.said he had read the little book which 
I gave him when in port before. He 
hoped it had been the means of show- 
-ing him his true condition as a sinner. 
“The other ,day I called to see a 
Spaniard who had been sometime un- 


well. I gave hima Spanish Testament 
and some Tracts in the same language. 
He could not speak much English, 
but he seemed greatly thankful. He 
said, in broken Knglish, nobody cares 
for me. Nobody calls to: see me. 
When [ left he took me by the hand 
to manifest his gratitude. 
T. E. Taytor. 


Boston Seamen's Friend Society, 
Twenty-third Anniversary. 
COMPARATIVE VIEW. 

. The American Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety congratulates the President, Di- 
rectors, and Members of the Boston 
Seamen’s Friend, on the auspicies un- 
dér which we meet to celebrate this 

23d Anniversary. 

We meet to review the past, and to 
renew our strength for future labors; 
to remember all the way in which the 
Lord has led us, and to re-assure our 
confidence in his continued guidance 
and blessing. 

Thirty years ago the problem wheth- 
er seamen could be saved was not 
solved. The only Mariner’s Church 
built on the land in the world—in 
Rosevelt street, New York—was then 
not a year old. 

Only three ministers in the length of 
our sea-coast regularly preached the 
gospel to seamen, viz:—Stafford, in 
New York, in 1817, Jenks, in Boston, 
in 1818, Hastburn, in Philadelphia, in 
1819; and it was not till ten years later 
that the first foreion seamen’s chaplain, 
the world ever saw, sailed under com- 
mission from the American Seamen’s 
Friend Society. for the port of Canton 
in China. 

It was easier then, by far, to awaken 
sympathy in behalf of the distant hea- 
then, or the suffering Greeks, than to 
raise a dollar to save our brethren of 
the sea from perishing. 

It will be remembered thata ship was 
loaded with provisions, at an expense 
of some thousands of dollars, and sent 
from the port of Boston for the relief 
of the Greeks. When she arrived out, 
the half famished peeple, who had lived 
for months on acorns and roots, hur- 
ried down from their mountain retreats ; 
old men and mothers with infants at 
their breasts, stood on the beach of 
Kalamaki, and received those provisions 
with tears of gratitude and joy. And 
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when the tidings came back, it was on 
a reflex wave of sympathy which rolled 
over the western mountains. But 
when it was announced in the first 
Annual Report of the American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society, that 114 re- 
spectable masters and mates of vessels 
had made an appeal in behalf of their 
perishing brethren of the sea, and had 
expressed their earnest interest ina 
National Society formed for their relief ; 
and it was also stated that the grace of 
God had recently been illustrated in 
the hopeful conversion of seamen, par- 
ticularly of six ship-masters, no such 
tide of emotion was raised. 

True, when it was stated in that Re- 
port that the society had received with- 
in the year the princely sum of $1214, 
and that to make up this amount, two 
of the largest and most benevolent 
churches in New York had set the 
“liberal example” of giving $50 each, 
to make their ministers Life Directors, 
there were-those who thought that the 
millennium of the sea would come in by 
the next arrival! 

Such was the public sentiment, and 
such the feeling twenty or thirty years 
ago. And there are a few, even now, 
whose wits, like the hind wheels ofa 
carriage, seem destined never to over- 
take their fore-runners, who insist, that 
do what you will for the sailors they 
will be sailors still; that you can neither 
improve their condition, elevate their 
character, nor change their destiny. 
The fates have furrowed out their path, 
and they must be servants of servants 
forever ; fit only to reef, and hand, and 
steer; to eat salt junk and hard bread ; 
and when they can no longer swim, go 
to the fathomless bottom. 


To such, but more especially to such- 


as truly love the cause of seamen, the 
following comparative view is submit- 
ted :— 

Thirty years ago, in the length of our 
Atlantic sea-board, there were only 
three ministers devotedto the work of 
preaching the gospel to seamen; now 
there are thirty, and nearly that number 
of eommodious places of worship for 
them. 

Then there was not an institution de- 
signed for a seaman’s boarding house 
worthy ofthe name of a Sailor’s Home ; 
but on the contrary, most of them were 
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places of drunken debauchery, and the 
most degrading vices. Now there are 
nearly half a hundred Homes for the 
mariner; one of which, in New York, 
has had in nine years 30,500  sailor- 
boarders; and some ofthese Homes are 
noble monuments of christian philan- 
throphy. 

Then the proposition to open a Sea- 
men’s Bank for savings would have 
provoked a smile on the gravest face 
which appeared on change; as uni- 
versal prodigality was understood to 
belong to seafaring life, and to be rob- 
bed of his hard earnings, the sailor’s 
inevitable fate. Now there are several 
institutions of the kind, one of which, 
in Wall street, New York, has about 
five millions of dollars on deposite, 
and more than one million of it is sea- 
men’s money. Besides, seamen are 
fast becoming the owners of the ves- 
sels they navigate, as the mechanics 
own their tools. 

Thirty years ago the practice, in fit- 
ting out ships for sea, was nearly uni- 
versal to roll on board barrels of beef, 
and bread, and rum, as supplies for the 
crew. Now the rum is universally 
excluded from American vessels, ex- 
ceptas Congress continues to adminis- 
ter the half-ration of spirits in the Na- 
vy. And even here, seamen are set- 
ing an example entirely safe for the 
honorable members who insist on the 
continuance of the grog ration; as only 
25 of the 500 officers and men on board 
the U. 8. ship Congress will receive 
the fiery ration. 

Thirty years ago, ships ready for 
sea were hauled into the stream by rig- 
gers, and drunken crews got on board 
in as many ways as a taxed ingenuity 
could invent. Now the great majority 
go on board sober men, ready to take 
the ships to sea from the wharf. Then 
they were shipped by notaries, like bar- 
rels of beef and bales of cotton; now 
many of them ship themselves like 
men. 

Thirty years ago the government on 
the sea was, to a great extent, an abso- 
lute despotism; its sceptre iron, and its 
laws enforced by oaths. Now moral 
influence and milder measures govern 
the men better. Since the abolition of 
the barbarous practice of flogging, de 
monstrations are multiplying to show- 
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that commanders and officers who re- 
spect, and govern themselves, find no 
difficulty in controlling others without 
a resort to brute force, or profane lan- 
guage. 

Thirty years ago the Sabbath was 
the great day for leaving port; and the 
few who kept their ships ready for sea 
till Monday were characterized as 
righteous over much. Now none of 
the lines of packets or steamers leave 
port on that day, and very few vessels 
owned by any respectable houses. 

Thirty years agoa pious seaman was 
almost unknown. One who has been 
on the sea about 30 years, and most of 
the time in the capacity of a master, 
and who, in 1823, commenced conduct- 
ing religious worship at sea with his 
passengers and crew, testifies that he 
never knew previously to that time but 
one religious shipmaster; and the last 
seen of him, he was on his knees upon 
a raft mid ocean, commending some 15 
of his fellow sufferers to God in prayer. 

Said another captain, in 1842, “J 
have commanded a vessel more than 20 
years, 17 years out of New York, 
and sailed nearly over the world, and 
have never had but one pious praying 
sailor. He wasa Scotchman.” 

Now hundreds of vessels are Bethels, 
and some thousands of seamen fear 
God, and delight in his worship and 
service. And the Holy Spirit is rapidly 
increasing their number. 

Thirty years ago most of the litera- 
ture of the sea was bredin pest houses 
and baptised in the docks of Liverpool 
and London. Now, while there is much 
to pollute both the mind and the heart, 
there is also much to purify both. Bi- 
bles in more than 20 different languages 
are found in most of the cabins and 
forecastles. Good books in miscella- 
neous libraries,and single copies, besides 
millions of useful pagesin other forms 
are read and pondered at sea. 

More than all, to the poor the gospel 
is preached. Instead of having, as 20 
years ago, a single chaplain to preach 
the gospel to seamen abroad; the 
American Seamen’s Friend Society, 
now employs chaplains and missiona- 
ries in Canton, Honolulu, Lahaina, Val- 
paraiso, St. Thomas, Havana, Bordeaux, 
Havre, Gottenburg, Stockholm, and 
Gottland. It has recently commission- 
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ed one for Rio de Janeiro, is negotiat- 
ing with another for Panama, and look- 
ing for another for the great port of 
the land of gold. 

Instead of $1200 as the first year, the 
receipts of the last year exceeded $20,- 
000; and this amount does not include 
considerable sums raised by its chap- 
Jains, and expended on local objects ; 
nor still larger amounts raised and ex- 
pended by auxiliaries. The sum total 
would exceed $75,000. 

It should be remarked, that while this 
comparative view extends over the pe- 
riod of 30 years; most of these labors 
have been performed, and most of these 
results have appeared within the last 
fifteen. 

It should be remembered too, that the 
influence of these results is not confined 
to seamen and their families; that it is 
spread out like the sunshine on every 
shore; that every converted sailor be- 
comes a missionary for the world, and 
that a sanctified commerce; according 
to the sure word of prophecy, is to be the 
chief human instrumentality in casting 
up the high-way for Zion’s travellers. 

And it should not be forgotten. that 
an enterprise so signally owned of God, 
and so fraught with good to the world, 
ought to have the means for its prosecu- 
tion equal to its necessities. 

The Directors will station another 
chaplain in China, at Shanghai, and 
others in other important open fields, as 
soon as the friends of the cause will give 
them a practical permission. 

They renew their salutations to the 
Boston Seamen’s Friend Society, and 
rely on their hearty co-operation in this 
good work. 

The American Seamen’s Friend So- 
ciety, having been invited to unite with 
the Boston Seamen’s Friend Society in 
celebrating their 23d anniversary, the 
invitation was cheerfully accepted, and 
the Rev. J. Spaulding, one of the secre- 
taries presented this comparative view. 

beers : 
Valparaiso Chaplaincy. 
Valparaiso, Mareh 24, 1851. 

Among one of the most marked 
necessities of this city is a house 
where seamen may lodge. This I 
have felt to be the case from the 
commencement of my efforts at 
this port. Seamen and mechanics 
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not unfrequently ask the question 
whether there is a boarding-house, 
quiet and orderly, where they may 
lodge. Hitherto [ have been una- 
ble to direct them to such a place. 
And as one of them said to me not 
one hour ago, “the good have to 
go with the bad, to be annoyed, 
corrupted and led away.” 

Within a few weeks past a per- 
son has come among us, who says 
he is a member of a Church, who 
has kept a_ sailor's temperance 
boarding house in New Orleans, 
and desires to open one here. He 
is wishing tu make the trial at once, 
on his own responsibility. He 
tells me that he is sure he could 
find men enough who would be 
glad to board with him. The only 
hindrance now is thata house can- 
not be found. Houses are won- 
derfully scarce. I have gone out 
with him from house to house in 
some sections, making enquiries. 
We have not found one as yet that 
is ready for use. However,a man 
has one that will be furnished in a 
month, and he will wait, that is ifa 
better cannot be found in the 
meantime. I do not believe any 
thing can be done which promises 
better results for sea-faring men 
than this. Seamen that land here 
now are tempted’ to indulgence; 
the climate tends to dysentary if 
persons are guilty of immoderation, 
and disease, disgiace or death 
often ensue. 

Some seamen attend divine wor- 
ship with us on Sunday morning 
and evening ; but yet pot many in 
proportion to the numbers here. 
Amusements and dissipation are 
more attractive than ought the 
minister of the gospel has to tell 
them of, and the derision of 
others deters them also. Now if a 
good home for the well inclined 
could be provided, these influences 
would in a measure be removed and 
more would attend the worstip of 
God: I do hope this Christian 
brother will succeed in finding and 
then in keeping a good sailor’s 
boarding house. He means to 
have family worship, and have it a 
house where God is respected. 
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A fortnight since a man named 
Tuttle of New Haven, came into 
the Hospital from sea, having suf- 
fered the fracture of a leg. several 
days before. The poor man died 
the same day, being very low when 

; he arrived. I did not see him, ow- 
ing to the short time between his 
coming on shore and his decease. 
A few days after I was called 
to visit a German sailor from New 
York. He was low with consump- 

tion. He appreciated conversa- 
} tion’ about the Gospel, joined in 
‘ prayer with me, and seemed to 
have embraced the hopes of re- 
demption through the Saviour. He 
is Since dead. 

At the same time I saw at the 
Hospital a poor youth who had 
been bar-keeper in one of the sail- 
lor’s boarding houses, and was just 
passing through the final struggles 
} of delirium tremens. How awful 
‘it is when a man, a young man is 
found thus hopelessly coming to 
the end of life and the beginning of 
eternity ! 

In the Hospital now there is a 
coloured man, a member of a 
Church, he appreciates religious 
‘conversation. His name is Alex- 
ander Cooper. 

Captain Lankey, of the American 
brig Winthrop, died yesterday 
morning at 3. A.M. of the Cholera. 
He was from New York, where I 
hear he has a wife and little ones. 

We had during last night, indeed 
just at midnight, a startling shock 
of an earthquake. Through the 
3 kind care of Him, who can still 
even this tremendous power, we 
are all safe from harm. It is the 
most terrible of all visitations ; so 
sudden, so uncontrolable, so awful 
in its results if it continues. And 
yet the wonder is that among so 
many such movements of the earth, 
more are not destructive, and so 
many harmless. 

During the last year, 1850, there 
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came to this port 422 American 
vessels, and 342 British. Taking 
the average at fifteen men for each 
ship’s company it will show that 
more than 10,000 seamen visited this 
port during the year 1850 ; and this 
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in addition to those of other nations, 
speaking our own and foreign lau- 
guages. 

I hope this will reach you in time 
for the anniver~ary gathering. I 
notice that of those who were with 
me then on the platform, one is al- 
ready called away to his account, 
Rev. W. Colton of the Navy. It 
would be delightful to be with you, 
as a listener this time. I hopea 
still-deeper and more abiding in- 
terest will be awakened on the sea- 
faring man’s behalf. 

It is not unworthy of notice that 
the influence for good is per- 
ceptible among American Captains 
and crews already. There is a 
great deal to be accomplished 
still, but the remark has been made 
to me by foreign ship masters, “O, 
there is so much more done for 
seamen in this country than with 
us.” Certain it is that for some 
reason a greater degree of intelli- 
gence prevails among American 
ship masters, they are more effi-~ 
cient, and more trust is reposed in 
them by their employers than can 
be said of those of any other na- 
tion. And it seems to me, this in 
afar greater measure than seme 
would suppose, is to be attributed 
to the Seamen’s Friend Society, 
and other kindred means devised 
for promoting things that are of 
good report among those that go ’ 
down to the sea in ships. 
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D. TrumButt. 
Or 
For the Sailor’s Magazine, 


Sailors; their Character and 
Influence. 

During the past winter it has 
been my privilege as an inmate of 
the Sailor’s Home, to have a favor- 
able opportunity for becoming ac- 
quainted with the character, tempt- 
ations and wants of that noble but 
unappreciated class of men who 
spend the greater part of their 
lives before the mast. 

From a child, I had connezted 
with my ideas of a sailor, a blas- 
phemer, and one whose heart was 
so hardened in sin that the power 
of the Gospel and the claims of 
God were seldom acknowledged 
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by him. That this character .is 
applicable to one portion of the 
sea-faring men, I find still to be 
true; but it is unjust to permit this 
odium to rest upon sailors as a 
class; for I am now convinced 
that there are occupants of the 
forecastle whose hearts throb with 
the highest, noblest emotions of 
which the human soul is capable— 
men, it is true, whose intellectual 
advantages, in some cases, by the 
force of circumstances, have been 
somewhat limited ; but, who have 
been taught the ‘wisdom that 
cometh from above.” 

There are others, who, though 
strangers to practical piety, are 
thoroughly imbued with it theoret- 
ically ; men who scorn the blasphe- 
mer’s oath, and all those outward 
vices which so degrade human na- 
ture ; and these characters have, in 
my opinion, attained a moral 
strength and beauty wnattained by a 
far greater proportion of men whose 
lives are spent on land, unsubjected 
to the many trying and peculiar 
temptations which are in the sal- 
lor’s path. Even those who occa: 
sionally or habitually unman them- 
selves by the use of intoxicating 
liquors, are often more accessible 
to religious impressions than a 
similar class of Jandsmen. 

This is perhaps owing to the 
fact that sailors are not as often 
met by religious influences as those 
on shore, and cousequently do not 
undergo the same hardening pro- 
cess. Another reason may be, that 
the earlier years of many seamen 
were passed with pious mothers, 
whose instructions and _ prayers, 
though often neglected, are never 
wholly obliterated from their 
memory. I have remarked that 
no word possesses with them such 
a magical charm as that of mother. 
I have seen the lip quiver, and 
the eye, all unused to weeping, 
fill with tears at the mention of 
that one word; and then from the 
full heart was told the common 
history of happiness in childhood, 
under a mother’s watchful eye— 
youth, with its longings for action 
and enjoyment on the wide sea; 
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maternal entreaties nnheeded; pa- 
rental restraint thrown by; man- 
hood struggling with “ temptations 
sharp and long,” with no one to 
aid him, and none to bless; moral 
courage wavering, finally yielding 
and bringing with it the inevitable 
consequences, sin and misery. 
Here the wanderer is met by re- 
collections of a pious, perhaps now, 
sainted mother, and there springs 
up within his breast a resolve to 
become what that mother wished 
him to be; a faint dawning of 
hope that her Redeemer may yet 
be his; and in humility and peni- 
tence he seeks and finds that 
“fountain that cleanseth from all 
sin.” 

It has also been my privilege to 
listen to several sermons from the 
Chaplains of the different Bethels 
in your port. My previous impres- 
sions respecting their relative sta- 
tion in point of importance and re- 
sponsibility, were very erroneous. 
I have learned now to look upon 
these Chaplains as exerting an in- 
fluence in some respects more ex- 
tensive and important than the 
Pastors of other congregations in 
the city. Why should it not be 
so? On Sabbath, the Bethel is 
the resort of many a seaman who 
“tarries but a night,” and yet, in 
that one night he may receive an im- 
pression from something which 
falls from the preacher’s lips, 
which leads him to the cross, 
and the morning light finds him re- 
joicing in his Savior, and with a 
heart glowing with love for Him, 
and longing to bring into the same 
happy fold the whole family of 
man. The next day he ships for 
some distant, perhaps heathen 
port; he reaches his destination ; 
becomes in fact, though still a sai- 
lor, an active missionary, and who 
may calculate the work which he 
may accomplish for his Master? 
And how greatly will the reckon- 
ing swell, when we think of 
the hundreds who thus come under 
the same religious influence, Sab- 
bath after Sabbath, and who carry 
with them tothe four corners of 
the earth hearts to feel and 


tongues to tell the wonders of re- 
deeming love! The magnitude of 
the importance, and necessity of 
earnest prayer for a blessing to ac- 
company the preached word, was 
never so forcibly presented to my 
mindas on a Sabbath not long since, 
while I listened to a prayer offered 
in one of the Mariner’s Churches. 
My conscience condemned me for 
my former indifference to the in- 
terests of sailors, and for my apa- 
thy in regard to the spread of the 
glorious Gospel of Christ. 

May heaven bless the sailor, and 
make him greatly instrumental in 
hastening on the day when “ the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover 
the earth, as the waters cover the 
face of the deep.” E. 


Swedish Sailor Missionary. 
To tHE Honorep Seamen’s FRIEND 
Society. 


Gottenburg, Dec. 4, 1851. 


Your unworthy Missionary at this 
place has once more the privilege of 
presenting the friends of seamen in 
America a short extract from his 
log book, of what has transpired 
under his observation for a couple of 
months back. Last time I wrote I 
expected not to be allowed to remain 
until now. 

It is eleven years sinceI (after hay- 
ing been away eight years from my 
native land, and.during that time in 
America, had found the pearl of great 
price) the 14 of December, 1839, 
landed on Swedish ground. I am 
not able to describe my feelings at 
that time towards my fellow country- 
men, neither can I describe my pre- 
sent feelings. But I trust I feel some- 
thing like Paul, when he felt great 
heaviness and continual sorrow in his 
heart for the salvation of his kindred 
according to the flesh. But how 
much have I to augment my sorrows, 
when I look back on the years gone 
by, and count over my many failings 
and misdoings, and my too little zeal 
for the honor of Christ and the salva- 
tion of souls. May the Lord have 
mercy upon me, and pardon all my 
sins, for the sake of his dear son 
Jesus Christ 
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The only thing in the present time 
of outward and inward trials gives 
peace and solid consolation to my 
mind is, that Jesus Christ is my ad- 
vocate at the Court of Heaven, and 
has promised, that whosoever cometh 
unto him, burdened and heavy laden 
as they may be, he wiJlin no way 
cast out. I have now in more than 
seventeen years tried this friend of 
sinners, and can with assurance say, 
that I have found the religion of 
Jesus Christ to be adapted to every 
circumstance in life through which I 
have passed. Glory be to the Lord! 
My hope at this time is stronger than 
ever that he will bring me off at last 
more than conquerer. Yes, we shall 
meet, honored brethren; we shall 
meet in Glory, if faithful to the end. 


QUARTERLY REPORT. 
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October 5.—To-day I have come 
home from an excursion out in the 
country, to visit my Brethren in 
Christ. I found them all happy in 
God; but we felt some sadness, con- 
sidering, that perhaps this is the last 
time we have the privilege of seeing 
each other. I also had some difficul- 
ties to encounter, because I had no 
passport, and the people being ene- 
mies to Christ and his truth, were 
about to bring me to prison; but the 
Lord worked out my deliverance. 
The cholera just now having broke 
out in Gottenburg, has cast all people, 
and the country authorities into a 
great trouble about hindering people 
coming from Gottenburg. But as the 
Lord was graciously intervening, I 
was saved from both prison and 
quarantine, It is impossible to des- 
cribe how much the poor people of 
Europe are plagued by unnessessary 
burdens, and oppressive laws. May 
the Lord have mercy upon the people 
and deliver them from their oppres- 
sors. In my own birth-place they 
were already come, with the parish 
authorities to put me in prison, and 
bring fines upon me for travelling 
without a passport (the authorities at 
Gottenburg refused to give me a pass- 
port) and my friends, for holding un- 
lawful Divine services. But the Lord 
opened my mouth and granted me ut- 
terance in such a manner, that those 


SWEDISH SAILOR MISSIONARY. 


[July, 


furious, ignorant men, made so the 
more through liquor, were sobered 
and softened down, so that they de- 
sisted from their commission (which 
they had from the Priest, who always 
is judge or king in his Parish.) 
And so I got once more home to m. 
family. Praise the Lord! y 

October 14.—To-day, after our 
afternoon service, I was invited to at- 
tend the funeral of one of our neigh- 
bors, who has died with the cholera. 
Here I had an opportunity to make 
known the Gospel of salvation to such 
people as I otherwise could not, and 
in view of the pestilence that walketh 
at noonday among us, urged them to 
make their calling and election sure. 
ILhope good was done by it, as they 
seemed to feel deeply, and thanked 
me very warmly. The cholera is 
now rather severe in this place, about 
20 to 30 persons dying every day, 
among a population of between 25 and 
26,000 inhabitants. I and my wife 
have calls every day, to be with sick 
persons, to endeavor to assist them. 
Some haye recovered, but some have 
died under our hands. O! what a 
melancholy thing to see people so 
suddenly cut off without a scriptural 
hope in Christ. We have taken oc- 
casion from this, as you may think, to 
warn our fellow-men. But, oh! how 
stupid most people are; some really 
seem but to be the more hardened in 
sin. May God have mercy on blind 
humanity. 

On board of a ship last week I got 
into conversation with the Captain, 
who frankly acknowledged that he was 
not a very religious man, but that he 
lived a moral life, and hoped that God 
would some day or another bring him 
to conversion ; which he acknowledged 
he had never experienced, but never- 
theless considered necessary, in order 
to be saved. I reasoned with him 
about the great danger of resting in 
such belief, and urged upon him the 
duty to give himself to Christ immedi- 
ately. On board of the same vessel 
the men listened attentively to my rea- 
soning with them, and exhortations to 
give themselves to Christ, and received 
religious tracts very thankfully. Two 
on board of another vessel, desired and 
received each a new Testament, as 
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they had been cast away, and had no 
money to pay. lalso exhorted them 
to turn to the Lord, to which they 
answered, “ God grant we may.” 

November 2d.—These past two 
weeks I have been engaged every 
day in visiting from house to house, 
and on board the ships. Among all 
the misery, suffering, and vice that I 
daily witness, I have met with a few 
individual cases who appear to have 
profited by this heavy visitation upon 
our town. A seaman’s wife, whose 
husband is off on a long voyage, has 
recently recovered from the cholera, 
by which she has been severely attack- 
ed. She appears to be truly penitent, 
and, even though with trembling, re- 
joicing in hope that Christ has pardoned 
all her sins. Another sailor’s wife, 
together with her old mother, and who 
is left by her husband (who last year 
went to sea, and has not been heard 
of), to maintain four little children and 
her old sick mother. But she is hap- 
py inthe Lord. The religion of Jesus 
Christ bears her spirit up under all her 
trials, A day laborer, whose wife is a 
devoted Christian, and who, in days 
past, sometimes has been rather severe 
towards her for her religion, appears 
now to be inquiring earnestly what he 
must do to be saved? He wept very 
much last Sunday, both during Divine 
service, and afterwards, when I con- 
versed with him. May the spirit of 
truth lead him to Christ, and to give 
his whole heart to him. His brother 
died suddenly in his sins; this has 
brought him to consider his own 
danger. 

I think we can ofa certainty per- 
ceive an alteration in the views of 
people from what they were ten years 
ago in regard to religion. The thou- 
sands of Bibles and millions of Evan- 
gelical Tracts have been seeds, which 
cannot have fallen like water upon the 
ground, which cannot be gathered. 
Ten years ago, it was almost an un- 
heard of thing to see a seriously dis- 
posed sailor. Thanks be to God! if 
we have not many, still it is notnow a 
very rare thing to see a seamen who 
is not ashamed to confess Christ before 
men. We have just had the privilege 
of being edified by a brother in Christ, 
who is a mate of a vessel from the 


SWEDISH SAILOR’S MISSIONARY. 


847 


mt 


)northern parts of Sweden, and who 
now is in port. He is not ashamed to 
come to our meetings, and to take part 
in our exercises; and he invites his 
men to come along with him. 

Amongst those who sail on the in- 
land lakes, we have a captain, and in 
another vessel two men, who often do 
us much pleasure by visiting us; they 
are very active in doing good wheiever 
they go. T'Wo of our brethren (con- 
verted seamen) are sailing a large boat 
on the coast, spreading the good news 
of salvation wherever they go, by cir- 
culating Bibles and Tracts. They 
have also had a deal of persecution 
from some priests, but the Lord has 
guided and shielded them. 


Tur Missionary in A Bau Room! 


November 25.—Last night, after the 
close of our afternoon meeting, I 
walked about in the neighborhood to 
visit some sick persons, and some who 
have recovered, who desired me 
to visit them; ono or two appearing to 
be anxiously seeking God. I even dis- 
tributed tracts to persons whom I met, 
and going by a mason’s house, one 
who has been a very great enemy to 
me_ previously, even so that he threat- 
ened to kill me. As I was walking 
by his house, I heard music and danc- 
ing going on. I could also distinguish 
through the windows a number of 
young people engaged in dancing. I 
stood a while and considered the sad 
condition of these people, who, while 
their neighbors were dying around 
them, and themselves not sure but they 
may be seized the next minute by the 
fatal disease, I really felt deeply for 
them; and lifting up my heart to God, 
I resolved to make an attempt with 
them. I immediately walked into the 
mason’s own apartment, where but his 
wife and another elderly woman were 
sitting. I gave them each a tract, en- 
quiring after her husband. She not 
wishing to say that he was in the ball 
or frolic, only answered that he was 
not at home. I now felt some hesita- 
ion, and had nearly desisted, through 
fear of man, to go into the room where 
the dancing was. But the Lord 
strengthened me, and as I got in, I 
walked straight forward in the middle 
of the floor ; all being confusion, by so 
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suddenly seeing such an unbidden per- 
son? After I had bowed to right and 
left, according to custom, I saluted 
them ina solemn tone, by: Peace be 
unto this’ house! And then, as I 
looked round upon these young people 
(some old ones were also present), I 
felt an unusual desire to do them good, 
the Lord graciously assisting me, in 
a solemn but tender manner, to place 
before them their danger, andthe great 
impropriety of their conduct. The 
fiddle was soon put away, and all seat- 
ed orderly. I had about an hour’s 
conversation with them, when almost 
all of them wept, and some very much, 
and before I went away I was allowed 
to pray, and the mason promised that 
he should never allow another frolic 
in his house. Some promised to amend 
their lives. May God grant his grace, 
without which we can do nothing. I 
hope that good may result from this. 

December 3d.—Last week I made 
avery agreeable acquaintance with a 
merchant who loves the Savior. In- 
quiring through what means the Lord 
had brought him to the knowledge of 
his grace, I ascertained that it was 
through the means of Gospel Tracts, 
such as the “ Dairyman’s Daughter,” 
« African Servant,” and others. 

I shall close for. this time, hoping to 
get.an opportunity to write still once 
more before I leave my native land. 

I would now ask the brethren in 
America, and all who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to pray for benighted 
Sweden. We trust that soon shall 
liberty of conscience be granted. May 
God bless my native land, and save her 
from all evil! 

Notwithstanding the troubles and 
hindrances I have met this year, 1849, 
Bibles and New Testaments have been 
distributed by me and my _ brother 
Wang, and brother Christian, chiefly 
among seamen, and those connected 
with seamen, 

To God be all the glory! Amen. 

Freprik Oxraus Nizsson. 
® 


Timely Reflecticn. 


Whatever we are doing, or wherever 
we are going, time is still advancing, 
and we are hastening as fast as it can 
carry us either to heaven or to hell.— 
Eade. 


EXTRACTS. 


’ part with. 


[July. 


Miss Jenny Lind. 

We take pleasure in noticing that 
among the princely benefactions of 
Miss Lind to different benevolent ob- 
jects, she has not forgotten the sailor. 
She appropriated $1000 to the Sailor’s 
Home in New Orleans; $1000 to the 
Home in Philadelphia; a liberal dona- 
tion to the Home in Charleston, 8. C.; 
$200 to Rey. O. G. Hedstrom, pastor 
of the Bethel ship, N. Y.,to aid in the 
distribution of the Swedish Scriptures 
among her countrymen, and $273 20 
to the same pastor last winter, for dis- 
tribution among the poor Swedes of his 
flock. May she sing forever. 
o+——_ 

The Malay’s Test of Honor. 

A New England sea-captain, who 
visited “India beyond the Ganges,” 
was boarded by a Malay merchant, a 
man of considerable property, and 
asked if he had any tracts he could 
The American, at a loss 
to account for such a singular request 
from such a man, inquired, “* What do 
you want of tracts? you cannot read a 
word of them.” ‘True, but I have a 
use for them, nevertheless. When- 
ever one of your countrymen, or an 
Englishman, calls on me to trade, I put 
a tract in his way, and watch him. If he 
reads it soberly, and with interest, I 
infer that he will not cheat me; if he 
throws it aside with contempt or a 
profane oath, I have no more to do 
with him—I cannot trust him.” 

———-+s 
A Good Conscience. 


A good conscience is better than 
two witnesses. It will dispel thy fears, 
as the sun dissolves the ice; it isa 
staff when thou art weary, a spring 
when thou art thirsty, a screen when 
the sun burns thee, a pillow in death. 


A Truly Expressed Truth. 


It is difficult to conceive any thing 
more beautiful than the reply given by 
one in affliction, when he was asked, 
“how he bore it so well?” “It light- 
ens the stroke,” said he, “ to draw near 
to Him who handles the rod.” 
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Deaths occurring at the Seamen’s Retreat, Staten Island, from Septem- 


NAMES. 

Henry Creigan 
George H. Rodgers 
Sylvanies Proctor 
James Gilbert 
Samuel Scott 
George Kelly 

John Woodman . 
Joseph Conny 
John Peacock 
Abner Ash, bk. 
Joseph Gammel 
Daniel McKillip 
John Fry °-. 
William Bangs 
Henry Dennis 
James Anderson 
James H. Parker . 
Joseph Wilson 
Richard Lewis 
James H. Hall 
Samuel Phillips 
William Nelson 
John Johnson 
James Boggs, bk. 
Benjamin Munn 
Gilbert Southard 
Henry Steward, bk. 
George W. Philips 
Nathaniel Beebe 
George Andrews 
John. Wood 
Richard Roberts 
John Bates - ; 
Samuel Johnson 
Hugh Owen 

Adam Cosgreve 
Thomas Knight 
William Thomas 
Andrew Bourke 
Bryan Scaulan 
Edward Kellume 
John McPherson 
Thomas Neilson 
John McLocklin 


Joseph Antonio, bk. 


Daniel Simons, bk. 


ber 1st, 1850, to May 1st, 1851. 


AGE. BIRTHPLACE. 


32—Treland, 
33—Ireland, 

45— 
60—Englaud 
44—Pennsylvania 
22—Maine 
27—Maine 
18—Maine 
26—Ireland 


60—North Carolina; 
24—-Scotland 


25—Ireland 
25—Maine 
36—Sweden 
20—England, 
27—Norway, 


27—Massachusetts, 
21—Enoland, 


31—Maine, 
37—New York, 
44—Maine, 


20—Pennsylvania, 
46—Sweden, 
38—North Carolina, 
27—Pennsylvania, 
20—Maine, 
27—Pennsylvania, 
62—Rhode Island, 
23—Connecticut, 


20—New York, 
16—Ireland, c 
27—Wales, 3 


25—Massachusetts, 
18—Massachusetts, 


39—New York, 
56—TIreland, 
31—England, 
17—New Brunswick, 
23—Ireland, 
20—Ireland, 


24—Jamaica, 
40—Scotland, 
23—Sweden, 


September 1 


; October 7 


“cc 


December 11 


v4 
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DATE 


13 
18 
i) 
19 


24 


16 
25 
26 
27 


Sod anuary 3 


“ce 


26—came ashore dead from ship Arabia. 19 


30—Cape de Verd, 
21—Virginia, 


6 
“% 


19 
21 
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Olof Strom 34—Sweden, Sew hfe: 
Henry King 70—Germany, “« 99 
Alexander Lord 53—Maine, “ 31 
Pierre F'. Corre 32—France, hip sil 
Robert Perry 57—Maine, rot 
George Scollay 28—Isle of Shetland, ‘February 2 

Henry Jackson, bk. 54—Maryland, 4 
William Leach 22—Maine, came dead ashore. S 5 
Noah Anthony 20—Nova Scotia, ? 6 
Jonathan F'. Armstrong 23—Nova Scotia, « 8 
Thomas Armstrong 37—NScotland, HS 8 
John Brown 20—Sweden, se 9 
John McFie 49—Scotland, ea 
William Padman 34—Pennsylvania, bd 
Philip Smith 32—Treland, —~ ic 
Thomas Gray : 37—Scotland, ee Rank 
Jeremiah H. Daniels 47—Staten Island, catia 11: 
Olof B. Olson 54—Sweden, rat 
Capt. Geo. Patterson 29—Nova Scotia, Ee ae 
Dan. Cushman 26—England, ee eae 
William Murphy 25—TIreland, March 3 


James Douglass 
William Bolton 
William Osten 
Ezra Miller, bk. 
William Delavan 
Joseph Wells 
John Weir 
George Green 
George McVeney 
James Brown 
John Griffith 
Oliver Howard 
Ambrose Martini 
John Purdy 
Alexander Reker 
George Solomon 
William Searl 
Peter Murphy 
Oliver W. Moore 
George Anderson 
Thomas Franklin 
Joseph Bishop 
Harry Frecke 
Henry Carter 
Clement Jones 
Leonard Simmons 
Rufus McKenney 


Thomas W. Johnson, bk. 


John Kennedey 
Ephraim Russell 
Jacob Smith 

Daniel P. Gerry 
Avery Boggs 

John’ Anderson 
Hugh Farley 


May 1st 1851. 


44—Eneland, 
32—Jersey, 
28—Sweden, 
21—Long Island, 
25—New Jersey, 
32—Massachusetts, 
24—Jreland, 
33—Holland, 
24—Pennsylvania, ' 
20—Nova Scotia, 
23—Massachusetts, 
34—New York, 
25—Manilla, 
23—Maryland, 
24—England, 
22—Germany, 
19—England, 
21—Nova Scotia, 
23—Maine, 
35—South Carolina, 
26—Scotland, 
65—Connetticut, 
Sage! at 
29—Inngland, 
40—Delaware, 
50—Eneland, 
30—Maine, 
48—New Jersey, 
43—TIreland, 
45—Maine, 
42—New York, 
30—Maine, 
18—Maine, 
55—Sweden, 
33—Scotland, 


D. E. Foiaune hentai 
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Mr. Eprror:—Here are one hun- 
dred and three deaths reported. This 
is publishing death’s doings by the 
wholesale. Within the space of eight 
months one hundred and three sailors 


Kingdom :—The royal navy consists of 
671 ships of war, either in ordinary or 
commission, varying from 2 to 120 
guns each; of this number 178 are 
armed steamers, of from 100 to 800 
horse-power engines, constructed on 
the most approved principles for active 
sea service. This fleet, the largest of 
any maritime power on the globe, em- 
ploys in time of peace 35,000 to 40,000 
able-bodied seamen, 2000 strong lads, 
and 13,000 Royal Marines, consisting 
of 102 companies, divided into four di- 
visions. Head-quarters as follows :— 
Ist division, Chatham, 25 companies ; 
2d division, Portsmouth, 27 compa- 
nies; 3d division, Plymcuth, 25 com- 
panies; and 4th division, Woolwich, 
25 companies. Royal Marine Artil- 
Jery, 10 companies, Portsmouth. Be- 
sides which are the Dockyard Volun- 
teers, namely, Deptford Brigade, Wool- 
wich ditto, Chatharn ditto, Sheerness 


have completed the voyage of life. | 

And how young they die! The atten- 

tion of some one of your readers was 
called to this fact from a previous re- ‘ 

port of mine. He was led to make the 
calculation, and found their average 
years to be a fraction over thirty-one. 
This report gives it thirty-two. 

A solemn sadness steals over me 
when I think of the young men named 
above. My memory retains a lively im- 
pression of them as they were admitted 
in the Hospital, sick, and worn down 
by exposure. I recollect them as I 
passed from ward to ward, as they lay 
upon their beds of suffering and death 
—how I tried to speak to them words 
of blessed consolation ; tried to smooth 
their dying pillow, and light up their- ditto, Portsmouth ditto, Davenport 
way to the skies: and, finally, how I ( ditto, and Pembroke ditto, the Royal 
stood in the silent place of the dead, ) Clarence, Royal William, and Break- 
and committed their bodies to the ? water Battalions, all of whom are well 
ground—* Dust to dust—earth to earth } practised in gunnery and platoon ex- 
—and ashes to ashes.” I have often } ercise. 
wished, as I stood by the bedside of the 
dying sailor, and witnessed his heart- 
rending agony of spirit, for the follies 
and sins of his life, and listened to 
his earnest cry for mercy, that his last 
words could reach the ear and fall 
upon the hearts of hisshipmates. Their 
stout hearts often trembled at the 
thought of meeting God in their sins. 
May God deeply impress the lesson 
which may be drawn from the above 
upon the hearts of the living. “Be 
ye also ready. 

D. E. Frames, Chaplain. 


Stapleton, S. I. April 3d, 1851. 

103 deaths at Seamen’s Retreat, 
Staten Island. Average length of life, 
32 years. Of the above, 6 were be- 
tween 10 and 20; 48 between 20 and. 
30; 24 between 30 and 40; 13 between 
40 and 50; 11 between 50 and 60; 2 
over 60. How rapidly do our men of 
the sea go down to the giave. What 
is done for them must be done quickly. 


—_——__+® 
Commerce of Philadelphia. 


During the year ending the 30th of 
September, 1850, the exports from this 
port amounted to $10,001,445. 

The amount of coal sent to market 
from the coal regions of our State, 
during 1850, was 3,371,202 tons, 
against 3,235,777 tons in 1849, show- 
ing an increase of 135,425, notwith- 
standing the injuries to the canals by 
freshets, and consequent suspension of 
operations, 

During 1850, the vessels that ar- 
rived in this port were 518 from foreign 
ports, and 27,035 coastwise, making a 
total of 27,553, being an increase of 
2384 over the preceding year.— Phila. 
Ledger. 


Iam But One, put I am One !— 
These are the words of a Christian 
minister. 'The whole of the sentence 
runs thus: “I am but one, but I am 
one. I cannot do much, but I can do 
something; and all I can do I ought to 
do, and by God’s grace will do.” 


Naval Force of Great Britain. 
The following is the official return of 
the present naval force of the United 


aa Stephen Smith, Mason Village, N. H., 
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Arronat of Foueys. 


From May 15th, to June 15th, 1851. 


Direcete for Life by by the Payment of 
Fifty Doliars. 
Rev. M. J. Rhees, by First Bapt. Church, 
Williamsburgh, N. Y.., - $50 00 
Rey. Henry Dater. by Ref. Dutch Ch, 
Branchville, N. J., (in part) - 16% 
Members for Life by the Payment of 
Twenty Dollars. . 
20 00 
Rey. Edward C: Pritchett, by Se Sonne 
Circle in Cong’! Soc’y, Pawtucket, 
R.L, - - - - 
Rev. Win. P. Corbit, by Franklin et M. 
’ E. Church. Newark, N.J., - - 
Rev. D. M. Halliday, by First Pres Ch, 
Peekskill, N. Y., = - - 
Rev. B.N. Leach, (balance) - : 
Mrs. Lydia Abbott, by M. E. Church, 
‘Waterbury, Ct., - - 
Rey, Ashbel Green Vermilye, {by First 
Pres. Church, Newburyport, Mass., 
Mrs. Helen L. Vermilye, by do., - 
Rev. Mr. Kingman, by his Suc'y, Bethel, 
Vt., (balance) - - - 
Mrs. Densey Chapman, Westbrook, Ct., 
by her husband, - - 
Capt. Elisha Kirtland, by Ladies S, F. 
Soc’y, Westbrook, Ct., - = 
Horatio N. Slater, Providence, R. I., by 
« his wife, (amount ackn’Id below) 
Catharine Lee Dyer, Providence, R.I., 
by Joseph Manton, (balance) (am’t 
ackal'd below) 
Miss Lucretia D, Perkins, of Litchfield, 
by Benj. Hoppin, of Providence, R. 
I, (am’t acknl’d below) 
Capt. Hale Knight, N. ves by a Friend in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., - - - 


Rev. Azariab Hyde, by First Cong’l 
Soc’y, Benson, Vt., [balance] - 


Mrs. Martha Jones, by Female Beney, 
Soc'y, North Hadley, Mass., § 
Mrs. John Russell, by Russellville Ladies 
Beney. Soc 'YaNorth Hadley, Mass., 
Donations. 
From Rey. Dr, Snell's Cong’n, North 
Brookfield, Mass, - - - 2880 
Cong’l Soc’y, Ware village, Mass., - 51 44 
Rey. Mr. Chipman’s Cong’n, Athol, Mass.,10 00 
First Pres. Ch., Williamsburg, N. Y., 


20 00 


20 00 


20 00 
20 00 


10 00 
20 00 


22 20 


20 00 


7 85 
20 00 


21 50 


{balance} - - - - 270 
Amity st, Baptist Church, N. Y., - 50 00 
M. E. Church, Halsey st, Newark, N. J., 7 87 
Ref. Dutch Church, Peekskill, N. Y., 400 
William P. Greene, Norwich, Ct., - 25 00 
Rey. T. Williston, Strongville, Ohio, 1 00 
Ladies Union Soc’y, Madison, Ct., - 1700 


SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 


[July 


Steward for the Sailor, - - - 1000 
First Cong’! Soc’y, Lyme, Ct., - 4200 
E. B., Newark,.N. J., - - - 250 
Rey. E. L. Van Dyck, Marbletown,N. Y., 5 00 
C. Jewitt, Clinton, Mass., - - 500 
Mr. and Mrs. N. Brown, - 3.00 
Conrad Steigner, Newark, N. J., [con- 

verted sailor] - - - 300 
R. B. Chapman. Morristown, N. Y., 1 00 
Union Meeting, Roslyn, LI, - - 284 
A Friend in Catskill, N Y., - - 20 00 
Ref a Church, North Hempstead, ae 

- vi 

First Be ates Church, Providence, R. T, 254 50 
Beneficent Church, He 2945 
Benjamin Dyer is « 100 00 
Edward Carrington, «« 200 00 
Alexander Duncan, < “«« 20 00 
Robert H_ Ives, « ef, oS io00 
Ladies of St. John's Ch., “* Gs 

through Miss Ann R. Ellery, - 47 00 
Mrs. Fuller, Providence, R. 1., - 200 
Dr. E Cross, Newburyport, Mass , 2 00 
A Young Christian in Wabash, Ind., for a 

Life Membership, [in part] - 10 00 
Young Ladies Soc’y, Sycokaes Mass., 8 55 
Hatfield, Muss., - - 78 00 
Gentlemen's S. F. Society, Shelburne, 

Mass., - - - - 2210 
Ladies, do. do. - - 969 
Cong’! Soc’y, New faeeiche N. H., - 15 00 
Cong’! Soc’y, North Hadley, - 12 50 

4 | $1,685 60 
Legacies. 
Late Helen Zabriskie, New York, - 500 


Sailor’s Home, N. Y. 


From Ladies Bethel Soc’y, Sag Harbor, L I, 
1 quilt, by Miss Hetty Parker. 

Gen. Williams, of Norwich Ct. » Sundry vols. 
of Baxter’s Call and Rise and Progress. 

— - 10 sheets, 10 pillow-cases, 2 towels. 1 
pair of socks, 


Donations in Philadelphia. 
TuroucH Rev. FE, H. May. 


William Clark, Third Pres Ch, $10 00 
Robert Clark, do. ey 
Misses Clark, do,, - = 


Rey, Dr. Brainard, do., 

B. W. Davenport, do., - 
W. Wildin, do., - - 
Edwin Wing, do., - 
Chas. Robb, do., - 
T. J. Dreer, do., - - 

Robert Coburn, do., 

Capt. Gylaford, do, - 

Hugh Stevenson, - 

P. Burgess, do., - = 

Tn smaller sums, - 


Saunnannnnaaane 
Bessssssssssss 


Total in Third Church 


PD 
— 
8 
— 
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Mrs. L. R. Ashhurst, - - 5 00 
Mrs. G. H. Marlin, - - 5 00 
H. J. Williams’ Esq., - - 10 00 
M.{W. Baldwin, - - 10 00 
‘Thomas Biddle, Sen.. - - 5 00 
Fred. Fraley, - - = 5 00 
A. D. Cash, - - - 5 00 
J. L. Linton, - - - 5 00 
A. E. Basil, - - - 5 00 
John M. Harper, - - - 5 00 
In smaller sums, - - - 39 00 

Total, $225 12 


